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EGYPT 


ARGUMENTS AGAINST ISLAMIC GOVERNMENT DISPUTED 
Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic No 400, 24 Jun 84 pp 19-21 


[Article by Muhammad Jalal Kishk: "Minorities in the Islamic State 
Islamic State Identity, Civilizational, Not Religious Choice No Existence 
for Islamic Society Without Islamic Authority"] 


[Text] We do not believe, from the scientific point of view, that a non- 
Muslim will be elected to the position of chief of state or even prime 
minister because Muslims comprise 90 percent of the ARab world, and there- 
fore the controversy over this suvject stems from a desire for discord, 
not accord. 


We look upon the Islamic system as the one that embraces democracy in its 
broadest and most sincere sense in representing the will of the people. 
We do not accept perfidy regarding this principle under slogans like 
"unique in its kind," or "eastern, not western," nor do we accept 
criticism of the corrupt western democratic system, etc. We know that 
these systems are deficient, they have to be. We know that Islam is 
"unique in its kind" because it can meet the needs of every era. In our 
modern times, the legitimate "cloak" we want from this special fabric is 
democracy, and it must be put forth clearly and accurately. 


As for the army, it must include all citizens equally, where Muslims fight 
as a religious duty for the sake of God and Christians fight out of 
patriotism or “on their own account." No one group of citizens must 

be accused of untrustworthiness or being unwilling to defend the country. 

A charge such as this, if true, is grounds for abrogating citizenship, 

and goes as far as high treason. It is rightly said: "The future of 

the creation and the victory of the all-powerful." Protection is dropped 
when a dhimmi [protected person, i.e., a free non-Muslim living in a Muslim 
country] goes to non-Muslim countries, or revolts against the Islamic state 
or spreads discord in the country. If the Shaykh al-Islam were to commit 
these acts, he would lose his immunity and protection [from the law]. 


Refusal to defend the country in the event of aggression or occupation 

is considered rebellion against the state and affiliation with non-Muslim 
countries, albeit from the practical point of view. If it is an offensive 
or a Holy War, in the sense we have put forth the Shaykh Sayyid Sadiq 











supported in his writings, that is, the Islamic state waging a war against 
a state that infringes upon the freedom of belief or the freedom of choice, 
or tries to dominate and to impose its ideological or political supremacy, 
the Christian is obligated and must even be eager and willing to fight 
because the state's constitution so provides and because this same con- 
stitution also provides for war if a dhimmi is subjected to persecution 

in that country, even if it were an Islamic one. It is an Islamic and, 

at the same time, a human stance that starts from defense of the freedom 
of choice and belief and obliges the state to fight any Muslim who tries 
to impose Islam on his non-Muslim subjects. He who equates you with 
himself treats you with justice and even more! 


However, if the offensive war for which some are calling, that is, to 
initiate a war against a non-hostile country that guarantees by law and 
practice the freedom of belief for its citizens and does not have expan- 
Sionist ambitions, and to attack it just for the sake of applying some 
people's misconception of the Holy War, which is to get the servants of 
God outside the authority of the servants of God to set up an Islamic 
authority, non-Muslims have the right, rather we will do everything in 
our power to urge them, to join us in opposing it, even if it meant going 
to jail for opposing such a government's decision. Rather, we will work 
for the government's downfall and the revocation of its erroneous inter- 
pretation. This situation is present in democratic countries where a 
number of citizens reject "the draft" because they do not acknowledge 

the legitimacy of the war for which they are drafted and they are subject 
to the penalties imposed by the state. This is natural and necessary 

if the other opinion is to triumph and become law, but it does nat deny 
any of the two parties their citizenship. 


This is what we are demanding under the auspices of our Islamic state, 
provided that all interpretations are kept within the human scope and 
no one claims that he legislates in the name of or by the power of God, 
or what the Holy Spirit transmigrated to him when he assumed a position 
among those in power. We are all human and we all make mistakes, and 
mistakes can only be corrected through opposition and a call for recon- 
sideration. 


Thus, the head tax on free non-Muslims is dropped for two reasons: no 
victor and no conquest because it cannot be imagined that a modern state 
would deny part of its citizens military service. 


If we agree that the democratic system based on elections of all key 
positions and the legislative power, without going into detail, is founded 
on the right of the majority to appoint, hold accountable, dismiss and 
legislate, and so long as we agree on this system as the only one at 
present and in the forseeable future to be the closest formula to the 
Islamic system and the most able to reflect the spirit and philosophy of 
Islam, no citizen or group has the right to upt conditions or ask for 
guarantees because the majority is not in a position to give the minority 
more than the guarantee of equality. As for the consequences of applying 














equality, no one can promise beforehand and no one has the right to set 
conditions, or else equality will lose its meaning. If the Muslim voters, 
for example, refused to elect Christians, the Christians must seek to alter 
the stance of the majority democratically and not stipulate, in order to 
consider the elections free, a rate of success for their candidates. No, 
such a condition is a breach of democracy and equality because it affords 

a special privilege to non-Muslims. Often, such a privilege is a cover- 

up for something more important, as we have already said, for what 
destroyed Pakistan's unity was the army of the Magian state headed by 

a Muslim! 


Now that we have straightened out our position with the Muslims, we 
ask the non-Muslim how he can justify his opposition when the majority 
chooses Islam as the state's identity and draws up legislation derived 
from Islam's philosophy and legislation and not in conflict with it? 


What Is The Opposition Viewpoint? 


Constitutional legislation, as we have seen, will be encompassed within 
democracy, whether the head of state is elected king or president. 
Christians will have full rights on the basis of full equality in the 
formation of constitutional institutions. 


There remains the economic, social, criminal and personal statutes: 


The economic system is a national issue that is important to all citizens 
and affects all citizens. Therefore, choosing this system is the right 

of the nation. So long as there is no Christian religious formula that 
prescribes a certain economic system or forbids a specific one, the 
Christians will not be religiously hurt by the adoption of a specific 
economic formula. The Christians are now living under various forms of: 
recognized economic systems and they do not see in any of them a relig:ious 
assault on their beliefs. Therefore, there is no justification to the 
supposition that they will oppose a specific economic system just because 
their Muslim brothers consider it their religion! 


The facts known so far about the Islamic economic system the Muslims are 
calling for can be counted on one hand. 


The Muslims are calling for an alms tax which is ‘evied only oz Muslims. 
Anyway, it is a tax that is not "enough" to meet the country's burdens 
under current circumstances. Hence, there are other taxes levied on 
everyone and the legislator will not neglect to achieve economic justice 
by levying a tax on the Christians as an equivalent to the alms tax, or 

to deduct the amount of alms tax paid by Muslims from their general income 
tax, as is the case with donations in most countries. The Christians 
themselves make religious or charitable donations and will be treated 
equally. 











Muslims call for a ban on interest. This i. an issue which confirms day 

by day the Islamic point of view towards it, not only on the individual 
level and within the framework of any one country, but rather on the 
irternational level. If the international monetary system were to collapse, 
the main reason would be usury or interest rates. 


The reform program of the [American] Republicans, or President Reagan in 
particular, is almost confined to one point, which is his success in 
lowering the interest rates. Most Third World countries are on the brink 
of bankruptcy because of usury or interest on their debts. If they were 
to declare bankruptcy, they would drag down with them all the banks that 
loaned them money with interest, and the chain reaction goes on. If the 
Christians are truly able to set up an economic system within their 
country and in their relations with Islamic countries at least, without 
interest rates, this would constitute the greatest liberation of Third 
World countries and a signal to the rich capitalist world to think about 
changing its foundations, or else its system will collapse from the base 
without any need for an invasion. However, should the Muslims fail and 
should it become obvious that life cannot go on in this day and age 
without usury, we say: 


"No society, civilization or country and no society in history accepted 
destruction and ruin for the sake of adhering to a text, so give us the 
right to try. We are sure that prohibiting usury is the first precondition 
for liberating Third World peoples and a basic step in building a national 
economy and it must be tried." 


At any rate, the opposition to prohibiting interest charges is not based 

on any religious commitment. There is nothing in Christ's religion that 
obligates the Christian to pay or receive interest, even if it is claimed 
that it is not prohibited in his religion. "Ownership," fcr example, is 

not prohibited, but the Christian has accepted and does accept socialist 
legislation that limits ownership and restricts the right to dispose of 

such ownership. The main thing is that no devout person should be forced 

to practice what his religion prohibits. However, if there is nothing to 
stipulate prohibition, he must defer to the public interest and the decision 
of the majority. 


What else about the Islamic economic bylaws that frightens non-Muslims 

if an Islamic state is set up? Nothing, as far as specific demands are 
concerned. Anything else is general principies that are not disputed 
except when turned into law. This is what will be put forth for a general 
discussion and joint consideration, and the decision will be for the 
majority. 


From The Social Point of View? 


It seems that we have to repeat for the thousandth time that Christianity 
does not have religious legislation in these matters because Christ refused 
to be the King of the Jews and the church after him refused to govern 
directly in the sense that the head of the church is the head of state. 

















Islamic society today is intrinsically different in structure and needs 
from early Islamic society. Hence, we will need, in many cases, independent 
judgments to pass appropriate legislation that will go through national 
legislative channels representing the whole nation. We are in need of 
legislation for unions to practice and regulate the liberal professions; 

for wages and working hours; for the theatre, motion picture and radio; 

for social security; for the employment ladder and retirement and for the 
regulation of ministries. I cannot think of any case that would cause 

a disagreement with non-Muslims for religious reasons. 


Some may raise the matter of the veil, informational narrow-mindedness 

or social life. We have addressed all that in our talk about the pro- 
hibition of alcohol when we said: "Prohibition will be considered from 
the social and health point of view and when the state passes lugislation 
to prohibit alcohel, it does not rely on the Koranic verse that prohibits 
that, but also on proven results from the standpoint of harm to the 
people's health and social safety. I do not think that Christian 
religious leaders will revolt if alcohol is prohibited save for religious 
rites, or if the drinking age is raised to 21 or if Christians are pro- 
hibited to drive if they drink more than a prescribed amount of alcohol 
because all this legialtion is found in non-Muslim countries and is 
supported by Christian religious leaders there. The general international 
tendency is leaning towards the prohibition of alcoholic drinks as a true 
satanic emissary and, all the countries of the world wish to get rid of 
it, but are unable to do so because while Islam prohibits it, Christianity 
permits it. The United States tried very hard to prohibit alcohol and not 
one voice was raised saying that such a prohibition was an assault against 
the Christian religion or the Christian's freedom to get drunk. But the 
American authorities failed because of human weakness and the power of 
those who stood to profit from poisoning the people. The winners in the 
alcohol battle in America were the Mafia and the alcoholic beverage 
dealers, and not Christianity, just like cigarette smoking, which everyone 
in the world knows is a deadly poison, but the institutions that reap high 
incomes from planting cancer in people's hearts prevent the issuance of 

a logical decision to prohibit it. 


Thus, if we disagree over the subject of alcohol, it will not be ona 
religious basis and prohibition will not in any way include wine used in 
the holy mass or the rituals. 


As for legal punishment, although alcohol is prohibited in the Koran and 
the Sunnah, there is no legal punishment in the Koran or the Sunnah 
concerning it. Thatis why it is left to the ruler's discretion. ‘Ali 
Ibn Abi Talib said: "The legal punishment for alcohol was not enacted 
by the prophet of God.... so if I inflict punishment on someone and he 
dies, I would not take blame for his death unless he was an alcoholic, 
in which case I would pay his blood money because the Prophet of God 

did not enact the punishment." In the Prophet's days, they used to beat 
and kick drinkers of alcohol, just as usually happens to drunkards 
nowadays at police stations. 











A legal punishment regarded with such mizezivings by ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib 
gives us the right to independent judgment in light of political, social 
and medical considerations with the reassurance that the general tendency 
in the whole world is leaning toward Islam's point of view that the evils 
of aicohol far outweigh any possible benefits. 


About the veil, or more accurately, respect for the female's humanity, 
it is to stop looking at her flesh and start dealing primarily with her 
brains. I do not think that the Muslim religious leaders are more 
narrow-minded than their Christian counterparts. A devout Christian female 
is no less modest and virtuous than a Muslim woman in Upper Egypt or the 
Syrian countryside. All Christian and Muslim men and women want and are 
happy to live under sound social relationships that protect their 
children against permissiveness and licentiousness. I do not think that 
there are many societies that exempt some of their members from the 
country's social or moral code because they do not believe init. I 
will not fail to criticize the position of those religious leaders who 
make the female genitals the main focus of religious thought and the 
issue of issues and those who pay undue attention to sex. We believe 
that the sexual paroxysm for which some propagandists are known is a 
phenomenon of backwardness and influence by non-Islamic concepts. It 

is a shameful fallacy for the adversaries of Islam to claim that they 
fear sexual repression under Islamic rule. How strange! For more than 
5 centuries, they have been accusing Islam of being a sexually permissive 
and lustful religion, etc., and now they say we are against sexual 
pleasure? Islam is the most humane, the most flexible and the most 
responsive to natural desires. It is the religion of nature. We have 
to explain here the difference between our point of view and two extreme 
positions to the far right and the far left, if you will. 


The first position was called for by Shaykh ‘Ali ‘Abd-al-Raziq on the 
basis of coordinating with the British authorities during World War I. 
Its aim was to issue a futwa for Muslims permitting them to walk out 
on the Commander of the Faithful and submit to the British [High] 
Commissioner! 


This futwa was issued during World War I in favor of the British. The 
strange thing is that all those who defend the Shaykh and his book do not 
call attention to this fact. Rather they falsify history, claiming that 

it was issued after the war, during the debates that took place after 

the caliphate was abolished, that is, 10 years after the actual writing 

of the book. In this way, they can confer upon it democratic liberationist 
objectives, or at least an innocent interpretation. 


"Ali 'Abd-al-Raziq denied the need for an Islamic state or authority, 
claiming that an Islamic state is not of Islam. 


The other opinion is the one that says that the state's Islamic identity 
is an issue that concerns Muslims alone, and does not concern non-Muslims. 
The most non-Muslims are expected to do is to stay neutral in exchange 
for "merciful" treatment by the Islamic ruler. 














We Are Against Both Positions 


We believe that an Islamic society can only exist, and the Islamic ~eligion 
can truly be applied only through an Islamic authority because Islam does 
not include any other institution besides the state that protects the 
individual, society and the nation. Therefore, the abolition of the Islamic 
authority is close to the abolition of Islam. Forget about those jesting 
lads who have made it their business to prove that Muslims are not 

required to rule by the word of God. 


Therefore, we believe that it is ircumbent upon us to set up an Islamic 
state with a constitution that provides for its Islamism with all the 
constitutional, civilizational and philosophical commitment that this 
word denotes. If a free Islamic state is set up with such a provision 
observed by all and it came time to form a ruling apparatus in the 

said state, then all citizens must participate in choosing those people 
they want in power. We oppose the other opinion because we believe that 
the "Islamic identity" is a civilizational rather than a religious choice. 
Anyone living in the Arab nation is Muslim in culture, history and 
position, regardless of his religion and even if he does not believe in 
any religion. 
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EGYPT 


FIRST ASSEMBLY SESSION ASSESSED 
Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabi¢ No 403, 15 Jul 84 pp 64-65 
[Article by Muhammad al-Tawil: "Parliament of Transition"] 


[Text] Parliament has met, the storm has calmed significantly, and the main 
features of the politica} powers represented in the parliament have appeared. 
The few session have been a kind of pulse-taking or feeling out period for all 
the powers, in preparation for each of these powers--which include a number of 
trends--to define its own policy. 


During these sessions each power has tried to draw near others seeking cooperation, 
whereas before this there were efforts to distance themselves from each other and 
adher to principled positions. 


When this Assembly met, there was a question that had been hanging unanswered 
for some time. It's answer would become clear with this new parliament. The 
question was: Has anything changed? 


There is no argument. Things have changed. The assembly includes about 70 
percent new members who are entering parliamentary life for the first time, 

and 30 percent members of previous assemblies since the assembly became a 
parliament in 1957. This change may appear to be one of personalities, that 
is, the replacement of some members with others. But their selection by their 
parties was not based on standards of personality alone, but also on many other 
standards that coiicide with the desire for a change for the better. Through 
these personal and objective standards we have this result, which represents 
the beginning of the desired change in the system. 


These deputies represent all partisan political powers except the Ummah and 
Liberals parties. 


Although these partisan political powers have announced views and beliefs in 
accordance with the platforms with which they entered the recent elections, 

in reality one can assert that a number of groups within these powers have 
positions that are contradictory and conflicting, yet they have rallied around 
a given party. 




















In fact, we find that a political trend may exist in more than one political 
party. For example, Dr Milad Hanna represents the left in his capacity as 
representative of the NPUG Party. But there are also some of this ilk 
distributed among the Wafd Party and the National Democratic Party. This is 
a result of differing opinions about the theoretical and practical course the 
left snould follow. This is also the case with the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Although there are no more than seven Brotherhood members in the Wafd, there 
are others in the National Democratic Party. This means that within the 
Muslim Brotherhood there are those who believe it is better to try to implement 
the principles of the shari'ah via the majority party, and others who believe 
they should attempt this via the opposition. 


In addition, the political right exists in the majority party and the Wafd 
party. The conflicting or contradictory political forces include trends that 
may bring out deeper conflicts. On the other hand, through the cooperation 
of these diverse groups it may be possible to achieve a formula for partisan 
cooperation and, therefore, national cnoperation. This result would be the 
best for the people. 


It was believed that the political powers should be represented in this 
assembly, so when President Husni Mubarak issued a resolution appointing four 
members from the Socialist Labor Party, his views in taking this action were 
national and not partisan. 


Although some were angry about compliance with this resolution, especially the 
Labor party, the fact that they did comply is itself an indicaiton of the 
positive attitude of some in the party who saw, as was previously said, that 
negativism does not lead to the desired result, particularly at the doors of 
parliament. This is a realistic view, since 12 Labor party candidates won in 
various districts, but the party was unable to garner the required 8 percent 
of the vote to be included in the assembly. The party's acceptance of 
representation with four members is in fact an implicit acknowledgment by 
President Husni Mubarak of the correctness of the party's representation, 
since 7 percent is very close to 8 percent. Therefore, the president's view 
is just. In addition, a look into the near past proves that this party did 
not hold out much hope because it had gathered few supporters. Perhaps this 
move represented a kind or style or manifestation of political tactics and 
not strategy. 


President Mubarak realizes the importance of the presence of various opposition 
elements under the parliament's dome, and not just a single element of the 
opposition represented by one party. This realization is also an indication 

of the leadership's confidence in itself and its supporters, who are the majority 
of the electorate and deputies in the assembly. President Mubarak, in a 
national sense, has repected the feelings of the 7 percent of the electorate 
who cast their votes for the Labor party. This is undoubtedly a civilized 
position toward the development of political practices and activities. Such 
steps have been taken by this man since he assumed responsibility, regardless 
of those who differ with him on minor and major issues. This also means 

that the necessity of comprehensive participation in decision making and 











responsibilities, which he has calied for, will be implemented. This differs 
from the belief of ‘Abd-al-Nasir in 1962 when he declared the comprehensiveness 
of leadership. This slogan represented a kind of superiority whereas the slogan 
of comprehensive participation appears to be an accommodation between the 
leadership and the people, and among the various political powers at all levels. 
We have therefore taken a large step toward advancing the political system 

that governs Egypt. This is a call for comprehensive governing of Egypt, 

which will lead to better administration of the state. Since government and 
administration are nearly merged to the extend that it is impossible to 
distinguish between them in our public lives, comprehensive government will 
contribute to an effective monitoring of the massive government bureaucracy 
whose sediment has accumulated for dozens of years. In addition, the political 
leadership has emphasized its desire for a multi-party system as a constitutional 
system for the masses. This will firmly establish the philosophy of having a 
political system for governing the country for the present and the future. 

In this way, Husni Mubarak has assured us of a page in history that will be a 
place for just and fair evaluation, and will be full of gratitude. On this 

page we will also record the positive acceptance of the labor party and its 
rejection of the negativism which nearly overcame the party in its recent 
meetings concerning this acceptance. 


We must pause and consider one area for a few moments because it demonstrates 
the extent to which all of the political powers have attempted to move closer 
together. When the officers of the People's Assembly's various permanent 
committees were elected, the Wafd Party was offered the chairmanship of 2 out 
of 18 committees. However, the party declined the offer so as not to appear 
to be dividing the spoils. We must ignore this attitude in the new parliament 
when seeking evidence of a change for the better. The Wafd party is adhering 
to its previous declaration that it does not agree with the majority party or 
the government. The party must take into consideration, however, that this 
would be a positive step and not a dividing of the spoils. It would contribute 
to more effective oversight. This non-acceptance is a gamble or an adventure 
that might make opponents of the Wafd more vicious. Can these two committees, 
which oversee at least the activities of four sectors of the state, benefit 

if the Wafdist committee chairman were to acquiesce to the views of the non- 
Wafdist majority membership? The Wafdist chairman might, at least, influence 
other members, which in turn could lead to them not voting on issues where they 
agree with the opposition Wafd's position. This was essentially a different 
kind of invitation to participate than the one extended to the Labor Party. 
However, the Wafd Party refused this type of participation. Perhaps later 

it will take other positions that represent positive participation and that 
will bear the fruits of useful cooperation. On another matter, members of the 
majority party agreed to a proposal by Mr Rastam, a member of the Labor party, 
during a discussion of the draft law to extend the scheduled deadline of Law 
number 7 for 1984 concerning settling the cases of certain workers. He 
propesed an extension of the deadline to June 1985 and the assembly consented. 
With this, the majority party expressed at the beginning of the session the 
extent of its willingness to cooperate with the opposition as long as it is 

in the national and public interest. Perhaps this will be the basis and the 
goal that each power in parliament will seek. 
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There are moderate elements in the majority party that call for a moderation 
of principles in dealing with the other parties under the parliament dome. 
During the first session, when two members of this party tried to provoke the 
opposition, other members of the party backed off before there was a clash 

or anything resembling a clash, since they hoped that cooperation would mark 
the tone of the parliament, and not emotional clashes. There is a member of 
the Wafd Party who must moderate his opposition lest he deviate into marginal 
areas that will be characterized by political score-settling, and not action 
in the national interest. 


The new parliament reflects certain principles, the most prominent being 
deliberateness, circumspection, thorough examination, and frank and clear 
discussion. Last week, 34 cooperation agreements with other friendly 
countries were discussed. They were studied with earnestness and concern. 

The discussions included serious and frank opinions, not only in support or 

in opposition, but in support backed by justifications or in opposition backed 
by evidence. This type of discussion is, in itself, a great gain and enriches 
the democratic dialog which must this year progress to the level we seek. 


This quality has heightened the interest of most observers in the activities 
of the new parliament since it has been noted that in previous times and 
previous assemblies such a large amount of agreements used to be ratifies in 
minutes. In addition, the new chairman has restored dignity to the assembly 
with his political behavior and parliamentary practices. For example, he 
has issued clear and firm instructions that the members will not harass 
ministers in order to try to solve problems of the masses. 


Such activities must take place in another hall. In addition, he has 
controlled the unauthorized outbreaks and emotionalism during debate by some 
members. This sort of thing leads to violent confrontations during dialog 
and debate which only irritates the other members and complicates cooperation 
on a fair and national level among the numerous political powers. Dr Rif'at 
al-Mahjub will give a word of warning to a member of the opposition and then 
to a member of the majority party and this will take care of the matter. This 
does not, however, mean that the number of speakers must be equal. 


In the past few sessions, Dr al-Mahjub has demonstrated that he is worthy of the 
post and that it was wise to nominate him for the chairmanship. He must 
decisively address the administrative issues and problems concerning the integrity 
of the assembly so that it can promptly undertake its important work, which is 
expected to flow forth as freely as assembly activities. Although the assembly 
has begun in a legislative mode and not an oversight mode, the legislative 

duties, particularly the ratification of these agreements, include an 

oversight function in the sense that the debate touches on numerous aspects 

of the legislation. So it appears that there is prior oversight and there 

is always the subsequent follow-up monitoring. 


Still, some members have been overzealous and have presented questions to the 
ministers, although the ministers will not respond in this arena. The govern- 
ment has not yet submitted its program as it is required by domestic decree 

number 78. 














Therefore, its response to questions will be deferred until after Mr Kamal 
Hasan ‘Ali delivers the statement of his government. If debate in the 
previous sessions has appeared to be heated, serious, and fruitful, then 

it will be even more so next month during debate of the budget, since each 
party has its own view of how its representatives in the assembly should 
oversee the budget and respond to the government statement, which the 
representatives expect to be a confirmation of the respect accorded the 
assembly in broadcasts during the elections. The assembly will also debate 
the emergency law and constitutional amendments raised by President Husni 
Mubarak in his opening address to the assembly. We hope that this "heated" 
debate, which will undoubtedly occur, will continue to be warm at the 
beginning of winter, and nothing more. 
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MOROCCO 


FINANCE MINISTER DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENTS IN FINANCIAL CRISIS 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1446, 20 Jul 84 p 55 


[Interview with Abdellatif Jouahri, minister of finance: "Moroccan Minister 
of Finance to AL-HAWADITH: We Have Abided by IMF's Corrective Program"; 
date and place not specified] 


[Text] AL-HAWADITH met with Abdellatif Jouahri, Morocco's minister of fi- 
nance, for this interview, which dealt with the current economic reality in 
Morocco, especially with the problem of foreign debts, with the austerity 
policy being implemented and with its ramifications. The interview also 
dealt with the experiment of Arab and foreign investment in Morocco and with 
the obstacles impeding the progress of this investment. The most important 
thing the minister has said is that the non-oil countries have no option but 
to encourage foreign capital and investment in order to solve the problem 
of balances and to boost development in light of the existing recession and 
of the declining foreign aid. Here is the interview: 


[Question] How do you evaluate the economic and financial crisis being ex- 
perienced by Morocco and what are your plans to overcome it in light of the 
given facts that govern this crisis? 


[Answer] We must first note the causes of the crisis which has coincided 
with the world's recessionary crisis, with the rising dollar prices and with 
the imposition of protectionist measures by the industrial countries, along 
with inopportune regional and local conditions, the most significant being 
the successive years of drought which have afflicted the Moroccan economy 
with the most severe damage and which have had a direct impact on creating 
the crisis because of the major importance of the Moroccan agricultural 
sector and because of the intensive development program whose implementation 
started in 1973, not to mention the resources set aside for the defense is- 
sues concerning the Sahara war over which there is a comprehensive national 
consensus, 


Under the pressure of these collective factors, we have had to reexamine 
all our economic plans and tendencies and draw up a corrective program to 
constitute some kind of a guarantee for the other governments or for the 
commercial banks to reschedule our foreign debts. Fundamentally, this pro- 
gram seeks to reduce the budget deficit from the equivalent of 12.5 percent 
of the gross national product in 1982 to 8 percent in 1983 and to 6 percent 
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this year, These percentages have actually been realized; in other words, 

the existing crisis is under control and we are largely capable of controlling 
its course and will be able to overcome it as soon as the drough wave 
disappears. 


[Question] So the final solution to this crisis is tied to changes beyond 
your control, which permits us to conclude that the corrective program or your 
response to the terms of foreign borrowing will have a more far-reaching 
impact, thus opening the door to an increased possibility of social trouble. 
What is the extent of your wager on new options, such as the referendum 

wnich took place recently? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that a corrective program such as the one we 

are discussing has its negative aspects. But as for our program for the cur- 
rent year--a program approved by the IMF--it has introduced no increases in 
che prices of essential goods so as to maintain the purchasing power of people 
with middle and limited incomes. We have tried as hard as we can to alle- 
viate the social pressures. No new taxes have been levied and the entire 
contracting sector has been exempted from taxes with the aim of preserving 
employment opportunities. Moreover, minimum wages have been raised in both 
the agricultural and the industrial sectors. 


The public authorities have also exerted enormous and ceaseless efforts to 
control prices and to root out any price manipulation, especially insofar 

as the essential and main commodities are concerned, and to ensure the flow 
of these goods to the markets in the needed quantities so as to prevent any 
unanticipated price increases that will lead to living problems for the 
population. This ceaseless campaign has registered considerable success, as 
evidenced by the fact that inflation did not exceed 6 percent in 1983. We 
do not expect this inflation rate to be exceeded in the current year. 


What is more important than this is the presence of a firm conviction among 
us of the need to boost and expand the establishment of production projects, 
but without allowing the financing that has to be secured for these projects 
to increase Moroccan indebtedness. 


[Question] How do you view the issue of reliance on Arab money, whether 
private money in the form of investments of govrnment money in the form of 
loans and aid, in the context of your efforts to secure sources of uncon- 
ditional financing and how do you assess the experiment of Arab investment 
in Morocco? 


[Answer] Our view of this issue emanates fundamentally from our understand- 
ing of and our conviction regarding the need to bolster common Arab action 

to serve the interest of the Arab countries. As for securing the sources 

of financing that do not increase Moroccan indebtedness, this is a sub- 
sidiary aspect of our efforts to entrench the economic ties with the Arab 
countries, keeping in mind that Arab money has contributed and continues to 
contribute to alleviating the fiscal difficulties of numerous Arab countries. 
I mean by this the loans advanced through development funds or bilateral 
loans and aid. 
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As for the Arab private sector's investments in Morocco, even though these 
investments are relatively new, what has been accomplished is a good omen, 
especially since the public authorities have intensified since 1982 their 
efforts to provide all the conditions for the desired investment climate. 
The Moroccan investors have also proceeded to shoulder their responsibilities 
in coordinating and cooperating with the Arab brothers. The most prominent 
aspect of this experiment is found in the development firms created in part- 
nership with some Arab countries. This experiment has encouraged us to form 
new firms, the first of which will perhaps be formed with Suadi Arabia and 
Kuwait. We are also thinking of establishing a multilateral business bank 
in which the private sector and the Arab and foreign establishments parti- 
cipate, all with the objective of encouraging investors to expand their in- 
vestment in Morocco. There is no doubt that the experiment of the Morocco- 
UAE Development Firm is a model experiment in this regard. 


[Question] What is the possibility of eliminating fundamentally and finally 
the restrictions on remittances to the outside world--restrictions which 
continue to be a source of apprehension for the Arab investor? Moreover, 

how do you view the issue of developing the Moroccan financial market to 
ensure that the investor is able to dispose of his project or of his share in 
a project easily? 


[Answer] I believe that these restrictions are found in more than one Arab 
country and that they have accompanied the difficult circumstances being 
experienced by all the Third World countries, not just Morocco. I do not 
believe that the remittance of hard currency faces actual obstacles at pres- 
ent, especially since the approval of the corrective program. As for the 
remittance of the profits or capital or any investment project, this is 
extremely easy in accordance with the investment law. Other remittances 
are subject to the clearance [wafiyat al-sarf] law. This may constitute 

a practical obstacle. But I believe that the Exchange Bureau entrusted 
with controlling the remittances does not impede any transaction within 

the bounds specified by the law. On the other hand, we can, through direct 
cooperation with the investor, overcome these problems. This is what has 
actually happened with the Morocco-UAE Investment Firm. In this case, we 
have reached agreement with them that guarantees them full freedom and 
enough flexibility to make the remittances. 


As for the Moroccan financial market, it is the oldest market in Africa. But 
its effectiveness in serving the Arab and foreign investor is still limited. 
Efforts are currently underway to expand this market and to make it flex- 
ible in order that the investor may find it easy to diversify his activity 
and to modify his direction in the manner he deems fit. To be very objective, 
we say that time is needed to guarantee seriousness and success. 


[Question] The oil revenues in the past period gave common Arab action a 
realistic and strong momentum. Do you think that the recessionary crisis 
and the drop in these revenues have caused this force to lose its momentum? 
If so, what are the projected and possible options in your opinion? 
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[Answer] The period of the 1970's was characterized by strong reliance on 
the oil monies to provide the needs of the joint Arab projects and the issue 
was solely an issue of countries seeking loans and financial investments 

and other countries giving them. But this equation has changed now, con- 
sidering that the countries with the surplus are experiencing difficult 
financial circumstances as a result of the drop in their oil revenues on the 
one hand and the rapid and intensive expansion of their development opera- 
tions on the other. 


On the other side, the countries of the other group have begun to think in a 
different manner to ensure the acquisition of their hard currency needs or 
of foreign investments. To be specific, these countries have turned their 
attention to creating the proper climate to attract private capital. This 
policy has actually produced immediate results. We notice in Morocco, for 
example, the presence of enormous Arab investments which we did not see in the 
1970's. We are wagering on expanding these investments by offering reward- 
ing incentives and spheresof investment. Moreover, we are trying to facili- 
tate the work of this sector through direct cooperation between governments, 
as has happened with the UAE, for example, when we founded the Morocco-UAE 
Development Firm. 


It can be said that the Arab countries are now moving in the direction of 
further coordination and cooperation with each other, but they rely on prin- 
ciples and policies different from and more mature and more likely to succeed 
than the principles and policies which prevailed in the 1970's because the 
current principles and policies are founded on the real and direct interests 
of both groups of Arab countries. The early signs of this success have 
actually begun to appear in the form of enormous projects in the various 
tourism, industrial and agricultural spheres. 
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SUDAN 


RADICAL ADAPTATION OF CONSTITUTION TO ISLAMIC LAW REVIEWED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 66, 14 Jul 84 pp 18, 19 


(Article: "A Reading of the Most Important Proposed Amendments to the Per- 
manent Constitution" ] 


[Text] Last 10 June the president of the Sudan, Ja'far Muhammad Numayri, 
sent the People's Assembly a draft amendment to the constitution involving 
123 of its articles, which are 225 in number. According to the current cons- 
titution, the president or one-third of the members of the assembly have the 
right to recommend changes in the constitution, but the changes can be ef- 
fective only if the assembly agrees to them by a vote of two-thirds of its 
members and the president approves it. In the event there is no agreement 
between the president and the assembly, the amendment will be submitted to a 
general referendun. 


In view of the numerous amendments that exist and their relevance to all 
chapters of the constitution, the People’s Assembly was not able to discuss 
them before the blessed Lesser Bayram, as had been stipulated; however, the 
committee selected, which arose from the assembly in the light of discus- 
sions which went on for 3 weeks there, prepared the amendments in their 
final form, and the assembly actually started its procedures in regard to 
them this 7 July. It is expected that voting will take place on them this 
week, 


The Government of the Caliphate 


In the foreword to the new amendments, the justifications which made them 
necessary were mentioned, since the assembly referred to the following: 


"In execution of the will of the people, protection of the rights of minori- 
ties, consolidation of the bases of Islamic law, justice and consultation, 
and establishment of the government of the caliphate, whose ruler and ruled 
commit themselves to Islamic law and all of whose activities and legislation 
are directed toward God out of our faith that if the people of the village 
believe and are pious, we will provide them with blessings from heaven and 
earth, and out of confirmation of our rights and duties in Islamic law, in 
embodiment of our national unity, and in execution of the provisions of 
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Article 218 of the constitution, the People’s Assembly, with the agreement 
of the president, has issued the amendment whose text follows." 


The reference to the establishment of the government of the caliphate is 
accompanied by Article One of the constitution, which has been amended to 
cover the government's Islamic orientation, reading “The Democratic Republic 
of the Sudan is a soveraign united Islamic republic and is part of the Arab, 
African and Islamic world;" Article Two, which has been amended to be as 
follows: “Sovereignty in the Democratic Republic of the Sudan belongs to God 
and is exercised by the people,” in place of the stipulation which appears 
in it, to the effect that “sovereignty belongs to the people;”" and Article 
Nine, which pointed out "Islamic law and common law are two main sources of 
legislation” and now, by virtue of the amendment, reads "Islamic law is the 
source of legislation.” To this, the People’s Assembly added the following 
sentence, "The personal status of non-Moslems is governed by their own law." 
This reference to non-Moslems did not appear in the original amendment re- 
ceived from the Office of the President. 


The Government of the Imamate 


Article 80 of the present constitution stipulates "The president is the head 
of the government, is in charge of the executive authority and participates 
in the legislative authority; the psople delegate him by means of a referen- 
dum, to which the Sudanese Socialist Union nominates hin." 


The articles following that refer to the powers of the president, his quali- 
fications, the term of his presidency, the system of appointing his depu- 
ties, the system for vacating his position, and so forth. 


Basic amendments have been made to these articlee, some of which we might 
cite here: 


Article 80: "The president is the commander of the faithful, the shepherd of 
the Sudanese nation, and the head and the imam of the government; he is in 
charge of the legislative authority, takes part in the executive authority 
and functions in accordance with a pledge of loyalty in Islamic law which is 
regulated by the law.” 


Article 81: "The president is responsible for the establishment of religion, 
the promotion of consultation and justice, and the protection of religious, 
spiritual and political values." 


Article 83 (2): "It is a condition of the president that he be Sudanese and 
of Sudanese parents, that he have reached the age of maturity and enjoy his 
political and civil rights, and that he be deeply versed in the affairs of 
his religion and possess piety, strength, honesty and competence.” 


Article 84: "The term of the president will begin on the date of the pledge 
of loyalty, and will not be set by a specific period of time.” 


The assembly considered that this article should be amended to be as fol- 
lows: "The term of the presidency will be 6 Islamic lunar years starting on 
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the date of the pledge of loyalty, and the same president's pledge may be 
renewed for any following consecutive term or terms." 


Article 85: This stipulated the president's oath to preserves "the revolutio- 
mary socialist republican regime which the May revolution founded” and has 
been amended to read as follows: 


"The president, before embarking on the tasks of his position, accepts the 
oath of loyalty before the Consultative Assembly as follows: ‘I pledge by 
God the almighty that my loyalty will be to God and to perform my duty sin- 
cerely and honestly, following God's law, his book, and the sayings and 
doings of his prophet as best I can; to establish the religion; to promote 
consultation and justice; to exert myself in the interests of the nation; 
and to sustain my efforts on behalf of the unity of the nation and the secu- 
rity of its territory." 


Article 87: This article refers to the status of the president's "deputies." 
On the basis of the amendment, the position of deputies has been eliminated, 
to be replaced by assistants whom the president will appoint "from among 
people of competence, z00d repute, piety, strength and honesty; he will de- 
termine seniority among them and their araas of specialization, and he may 
excuse them from their positions. When they are appointed they must give an 
oath before the president, in the following forn: 


""I swear by God the almighty to perform my duty sincerely and honestly, 
following God's law, his book, and the sayings and doings of his prophet as 
best I can; to hear and obey the president on matters which I like and dis- 
like, unless I am ordered to commit acts of rebellion; to preserve the inde- 
pendence and unity of the nation and the sacurity of its territory; to work 
to serve the people and their welfare; and to preserve the secrets of the 
government, aven after I leav2 public work." 


This article irritated the people from the south, since it of necessity de- 
prives non-Moslems of the position of assistant president. 


Article 113 of the current sonstitution stipulates that in the evant the 
position of the president is vacated, his first deputy will assume the pre- 
sidency, followed in sequance by his second deputy, then the chairman of the 
People's Assembly and the chairman of the Suprame Court, provided that the 
measures of electing a new president take place in the course of 60 days. In 
the amendment which the Office of the Prasidency has recommended to the as- 
sambly, it was stated that this article should be replaced by the following: 


"The president may assign his succession to any one of numerous officials by 
letter in his own handwriting. The letter, which will be sealed, will be 
opened before the Consultativs Assembly, and the assembly must pledge loyal- 
ty to the person who is given tha assignment. If the president does not 
assign anyone, the presidency will be assumed after him by his most senior 
assistant, and the pledge of loyalty will be given to him, provided that the 
new pledge of loyalty take place in a period not to exceed 3 days from the 
date of the evacuation of the position. Every assignment or pledge of loyal- 
ty made in violation of the requirements of the testament or the sequence 
will be considered void in Islamic law." 
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The People's Assembly objected to the principle of automatically pledging 
loyalty to "the president who is the successor by bequest,” and recommended 
that the article be amended to read as follows: 


"1. The president may, by a letter which is sealed and signed in his own 
hand, assign anyone he considers suitable who possesses competence in Isla- 
mic law, piety, strength and honesty to succeed him to the position of pre- 
sident, following the certificati.on of the vacancy of the position; this 
letter will be placed with the Consultative Assembly and will be opened, not 
before the vacancy of the position has been certified, in the presence of 
the assistant presidents, the vhairman of the judiciary, the vice chairman 
of the Consultative Assembly, the chairman of the People's Assembly and the 
public prosecutor. 


"2. If the vacancy of the prsition of president is certified and the presi- 
dent has not assigned a president by bequest as successor by letter in the 
foregoing manner, the chairman of the judiciary will assume the succession. 


"3. The president who cones as successor will dispose of the current burdens 
of the office of the prusidency and will supervise the measures of the 
pledge of loyalty to the new president in a period not to exceed 3 months 
from the date the vacation of the position has been certified. The person 
who succeeds the president in accordance with Subsections One and Two may 
not be nominated to the position of president or nominate or assist any 
candidate. 


"4. The Consultative Assembly will nominate one person as president in a 
period not to axceed 2 weeks of the date on which the vacancy of the posi- 
tion of president has been certified, at an emergency session which the pre- 
sident who comes as a successor convenes. This will be done by secret vote 
without discussion and the candidate for the presidency will be presented to 
the nation in a general referendum. When agreement is given to hin, the 
Islamic pledge of loyalty will be concluded at once, all in accordance with 
the regulations made by law. 


"5. Every compact or pledge of loyalty which occurs in violation of the 
measures stipulated in this article will be considered void, and no consti- 
tutional effect will devolve upon it. 


"6. Anyone violating the provisions of Paragraphs Three and Four will be 
considered to have committed a crime and will be punished in accordance with 
the provisions of the law. If any dissension arises from the vivlation, the 
person will have committed the crime of high treason and will be punished in 
accordance with the provisions of Islamic aad secular law." 


The amendment of the new constitution stipulates the establishment of a con- 
sultative assembly composed of: one, the president, as chairman; two, the 
first secretary of the central command of the Socialist Union, as vice 
chairman; three, membars of the council of the president; four, members of 
the executive committee of the central command of the Socialist Union; five, 
the chairman and members of the People’s Assembly; six, the chairmen and 
members of the regional people's assemblies; and seven, the regional 
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ministers. The membership of the assembly will thus vary between 900 and 
1,000 persons. 


The assembly will havs jurisdiction over the issuance of the annual budget, 
with the agreement of the president, legislation concerning decentralized 
government, and the ratification of peace treaties, alliances and all trea- 
ties from which changes result in the country's territories or which are 
related to sovereign rights or affect the regime, and it will agree to the 
declaration of the state of war the president decrees. It will be considered 
general overseer of all governmental and quasi-governmental agencies and 
agencies functioning under the government's oversight. 


In accordance with the amsndment, many of the present People’s Assambly's 
powers have been transferred to the Consultative Assembly, and the two share 
legislative powers. 


The Southern Region 


In the current constitution, Article Eight stipulates the establishment of 
regional autonomy in the southern provinces, in accordance with the Regional 
Autonomy Law for 1972. The article stipulates that this law is to be consi- 
dered a basic one which can be amended only in accordance with the stipula- 
tions contained in it. This was one of the provisions which the northern and 
southern negotiators arrived at in the Addis Ababa agreement which restored 
peace to the country and stopped the bloodshed of the civil war. 


In the proposed amendment, the reference to the law on regional autonomy for 
1972 has been eliminated and consequently the guarantees on amendments to it 
have been eliminated. The new article stipulates the following: 


"The decentralized government system will be established in the Democratic 
Republic of the Sudan, based on rule by the people, regional rule and cen- 
tral rule, in accordance with the regulations provided by law." There is no 
reference to any specific region. This amendment met with violent opposition 
from the southern members who considered that it entailed a usurpation of 
the last guarantee for preserving the Addis Ababa agreement. 


The Sovereignty of the Law 


Among the amendments which were made in the chapter related to the sover- 
signty of the law was the one appearing in Article 66, which stipulates a 
restriction on the power to arrest, in that it must be by order of a court, 
specifying that the arrested person be informed immediately of the cause of 
his arrest; the amendment stipulates that any authority with jurisdiction 
will have the right to make an arrest without an order from a court and 
without informing the arrested person of the reasons for his arrest. Article 
70 also stipulates "No person will be punished for a crime if there was no 
law which punished it, before that crime was committed." That has been re- 
placed by the following: "If there is no law punishing the crime, reference 
may be made to God's book and the sayings and doings of his prophet." 
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Article 59 of the constitution, which stipulates that the government is to 
be subject to the rule of law and that the sovereignty of the law is the 
basis of government, has also been amended, to read as follows: 


"A. Islamic law is the source of legislation and judiciary activity in its 
stipulations and directives. 


"B. Common law which does not conflict with Islamic law may be a source of 
legislation. 


"C. The government will be subject to the rule of law derived from Islamic 
law and common law which does not conflict with Islamic law. 


"D. All legislation or laws violating a categoric ruling in Islamic law will 
be rendered void, and all citizens may contest laws for this reason before 
the Supreme Court. 


"E. Every categoric ruling in Islamic law will be considered to be in ef- 
fect, avan if it has not been based on legislative measures. 


"F. People will be equal before God's law and the law of the country, which 
is derived from this law, and no one will have any advantages just because 
he is a guardian of power or hac status, money or connections. No one will 
suffer any harm just because he is weak or oppressed." 


For the first time in the history of law in the Sudan, the proposed amend- 
ments have aided the consideration that scientific equipment and such ins- 
truments as cameras and recorders can be proof for establishing crime. The 
court can consider them to be adequate data. 


Other Amendments 


Among the other amendments in the constitution ara the elimination of the 
right of free education for all citizens at all levels, replacing that with 
the right of free education at the primary levels only; the stipulation that 
the socialist system, “derived from the principles of Islam," is the acono- 
mic basis of the society, and not the socialist system in absolute form, as 
in the current constitution; the elimination of the task of the Supreme Ju- 
diciary Council "to give advice to the president” on matters related to the 
judiciary body; the elimination of the right of the People's Assembly to 
agree to the appointment of "general sources of reference;" the president's 
sole prerogative to appoint and remove them in consultation with the Consul- 
tative Assembly; the shift of participation in amending the constitution 
from the People's Assembly to the Consultativs Assembly; and finally the 
consideration that “contestation of the oath of loyalty" is an act which is 
considered high treason. 


The Future of the Amendment 


In spite of opposition from almost all deputies of the southern region to 
the national People's Assembly to the proposed amendments to the constitu- 
tion, their adherence to the current stipulations and their violent attacks 
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on the new recommendations inside and outside the Peopie's Assembly, it is 
not to be considered impossible that the assembly might approve the amend- 
ments in the form we have presented them, since the number of assembly men- 
bers now comes to 153, the two-thirds majority which is required is about 
102, and the number of southerners does not exceed 35; that is, 19 members 
from the northern Sudan will have to take their side in order for the amend- 
ment to fail to receive a two-thirds approval. Observers consider that even 
if some northern deputies object, their number will not exceed 10, and con- 
ssquently their objection will not affect the majority desired. 
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TUNISIA 


MDS LEADER AHMED MESTIRI INTERVIEWED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 385, 7 Jul 84 pp 40-42 


[Interview with Ahmed Mestiri, leader of the Movement of Socialist Democrats, 
by As‘ad Haydar: "Change Is Coming, There Is No Doubt About It"; Tunis, date 
unspecified] 


[Text] Ahmed Mestiri, a well-known political figure in Tunisia and a member 
of the top echelon in the ruling Destourian [Socialist] Party, disagreed 
with the regime and left its political structure to become an adversary 
within Tunisia. When the winds of political diversity began to blow in 
Tunisia, he started his own party, the Movement of Socialist Democrats [MDS]. 
Those who follow its activity and political movement call it the "legitimate 
opposition." He who by nature is peaceful, becomes upset when he hears this 
name, since he knows the purpose of it is to sidetrack his movement. 
However, to be honest, Ahmed Mestiri, who is from the constitutional school, 
has developed greatly in his political presentation since my first meeting 
with him in Morocco approximately 4 years ago. Perhaps this stems from the 
new blood which has entered his party, represented by a group of intellectuals 
and fighters. One of the most prominent of these is Khemais Chamari who was 
present throughout the interview with Mestiri. 


[Question] Do you think that the file on the events of January has been 
closed? 


[Answer] I do not think so. I believe that the crisis broke out because 
bread prices were raised. The crisis was serious. It shook Tunisian society 
profoundly. Therefore its legacy cannot disappear overnight. There are 
immediate effects which are felt by people in their daily life, such as 
legal prosecutions, arrests and trials. However, there are also long-term 
effects on us. The problem is not simple. A problem such as this must be 
dealt with very skillfully. People must delve deeply into the problem. We 
regret the government's explanations about the causes of the crisis. We 
think its interpretation is superficial, but that does not prevent one's 
saying that there is some truth in certain of these explanations. It is 
true that various parties, both inside and outside the regime, attempted to 
exploit the events, but it is not true that an exploitation of events was 
the main phenomenon. The main phenomenon was a spontaneous explosion. 
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[Question] What were the causes of this explosion? 


[Answer] In my opinion the bread problem was a kind of indicator. There 

is a basically social and economic situation which is also political in a 
wider sense, and that is what produced this event. One thing upc.. which 
everyone has agreed, including members of the regime, is that the problem was 
spontaneous. If you review official statements issued at the beginning of 
the events, you find that accusations focused on the fact that there were 
foreign powers behind the events. Once the events ended, everyone agreed on 
the assumption that these events were spontaneous. Proof of the spontaneity 
of what occurred was simply that when President Bourguiba said, "No increase 
in bread," the same masses again screamed, honked, horns, clapped their 
hands, cheered, showed enthusiasm, said, "Long live Bourguiba," and expressed 
joy. If the act had been planned and contrived, the problem would not have 
come to an end then. 


[Question] In other words, the rise in bread prices was an indicator of 
the events? 


[Answer] Naturally. 


[Question] Some observers think that what happened in Tunisia is the result 
of the intertwining of several factors. Some are internal such as the 
difficult economic situation and the social and political situation. Some 
are external, resulting from Arab and international competition and struggle 
for Tunisia. 


[Answer] Personally, I totally reject the idea that there is any Arab and 
international competition for Tunisia! 


[Question] The position of France and America? 

[Answer] They had no role in the events. 

[Question] They had no role in what happened in Tunisia? 

[Answer] My belief is that the popular tremor which occurred originated from 
economic and social causes, and also political in a wider sense. In other 
words, it was popular rage expressed by the mass rage which erupted. 


[Question] What are the important causes? 


[Answer] They are economic and social in my opinion, and include the 
following: 


l. Social differences, in other words, the presence of a greater number of 
citizens who live on the fringes, below the subsistence level. They make up 
13 percent of the Tunisian people. Of course this proportion is low compared 
to others in India and the rest of the poor nations, but for Tunisia it is 

a large percentage. 











2. There is the problem of migration from the countryside to the cities and 
the amassing of a large number of people living on the fringes and unable 
to break into the wheel of economic activity. 


3. The problem of unemployment, especially young people such as those who 
quit school and found themselves out of work, in other words, those who 
turned away from education in the elementary, preparatory and even higher 
levels. Today there are people who graduate and find themselves unemployed. 


These are all the factors which accumulated and then exploded on the popular 
level. 


[Question] And the struggle for power? 


[Answer] The struggle for power came during the second stage. Certain 
political currents inside and outside the regime attempted to exploit this 
operation, first by exploiting the rage, and second by exploiting the joy. 
However, according to what we saw with our own eyes and touched with our own 
hands, this exploitation did not achieve any results. Some people whom we 
saw during the events attempted to raise certain slogans and dragged the 
masses behind them. However, their attempts did not go very far. Also, 
perhaps there are people who have more information than we, but according to 
what I think and what we saw there and what I heard with my own ears and saw 
in the street with my own eyes, is that people were shouting slogans aimed 
directly against Mzali. They were saying, "Long live Bourguiba,” but at the 
same time they were jeering Mzali. However, as far as we are concerned, this 
attempt at exploitation both from within and outside the regime is a secondary 
matter. It is not the main one, nor is it the basic one. As far as we are 
concerned, we disagree with the government in that we feel we must not treat 
the symptom, the surface, but the disease in depth. 


[Question] How? 


[Answer] That requires study. It needs to be probed in depth. Everyone 
agrees with this, especially the political class, the cadres and the elite 
which shun a study of the file of the events. 


[Question] As opposition, are you studying this situation? 
[Answer] Naturally we are studying it, because we are concerned. 
[Question] What solutions have you drafted? 


[Answer] We are studying the situation, but we lack data. We are opposition, 
but it is on the outside. We are not present in institutions and structures 
so we can put our hand onthe wound. We lack data because we are not in the 
structures. We do not have files. We do not have statistics. We do not 
have the ability to make a correct assessment based on the facts, because 

the administration is far-removed from us. We are not present at the 
National Assembly, economic councils, or municipal councils. The administra- 
tion is not neutral enough to give us the information and figures we need. 
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The problem is not of political party analysis. The problem requires an 
analysis in depth. The analysis must be earnest, official, legal and 
political. We have our political analysis, but it is not enough. For 
example, there are the files on education, agriculture, class differences, 
the disparity among sides (regions) (you understand who it is), and the 
legacy of education. Tunisia has succeeded in the file on education with 
respect to quantity, but it has failed with respect to quality. The output 
of education does not fit the economic and social situation. This has its 
Own causes, and they should be explored in depth. For example, why will 
Tunisia have more doctors than necessary in 3 or 4 years? Let us take the 
sector of agriculture. More than 30 or 40 percent of the Tunisian people 
make a living from agriculture, while Tunisia imports foodstuffs in order to 
live. Moreover, the large number cf people who migrate to the big cities 
come from the countryside. Why is this? We must probe into these causes and 
deal with them. Why is a young man forced to commit violent acts? 


[Question] They say that young people are alienated because they have 
found that the regime does not meet their demands, and the opposition does 
not meet their beliefs. 


[Answer] The opposition exists, but it is not on the scene of action. Why? 
Because it does not have the means to enable it to carry out field work, in 
other words, to create branches for newspapers, for they are shut down 
occasionally. Our brother combatants encounter harassment and conspiracies 
in our movement and other opposition movements--countless and innumerable 
things of all kinds. For example, a person cannot eat a mouthful of bread 
while he is in the opposition. Local authorities and others hinder him and 
harass him. We are not on the same level. Therefore the opposition cannot 
perform the job required of it. As a result, since political activity on the 
national level encounters difficulties and obstacles, the field is open to 
underground activity and to people who speak a simple, easily understood 
language in a society where there is black and white and good and evil. 

This forces people toward extremism, violence and fanaticism. That is the 
calamity. 


[Question] Since the authorities and the opposition have not been able to 
respond to the wishes of the people, perhaps a third force, the military, 
can move quickly to achieve the aspirations of the people. 


[Answer] I am not evading an answer to your question, but before answering 
it, before everything, we always say to those in the regime, "To the extent 
to which you harass the political opposition and prevent it from carrying 
out its activity, you are not the ones who gain. You believe that you are 
harassing us, but you are not gaining from it. On the contrary, those who 
are gaining are all the people who do not believe in the benefit of political 
activity. They exist in Tunisia, just as they do in the Third World and the 
Arab world. Even in the industrialized world they exist." 


Those people say, "At the end of the 20th century the historical phase of 


the French revolution and the revolution of '48 has passed." Now they say, 
"Change in society comes through violence." There are people who believe 
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this in Italy, Germany, Great Britain, America and all the great nations. 
What do we say? We say that this course in Tunisia is disastrous and harmful. 
If Tunisia enters into this context, it simply is not in the nature of the 
Tunisian people, because they are peaceful, and at the same time, they are 
relatively harmonious compared to other Arab nations. They are harmonious 
with respect to religion, doctrines, ideologies, etc. You tell me there is a 
military threat. I say to you, "I do not deny the presence of a military 
threat, but we do not believe that this threat is either greater or less 

than that which exists in any other country." I do not believe that there 

is any country in the world today secure from a military threat, including 
those countries deeply-rooted in democracy and democratic regimes. Even in 
France the military was on the verge of taking over power in the late 1950's 
and 1960's. In the Soviet Union, Poland and others, and in America itself, 
the military threat is present everywhere. We do not believe that a military 
threat is greater in Tunisia than it is in any other country. The only way 
to avoid the threat of general violence, prevent people from taking to the 
streets and put an end to the military threat is to proceed on the democratic 
and multiple-party system. For us this is an inevitable necessity. That is 
the cure. 


[Question] How great is the threat of a military solution? 


[Answer] I do not know. I said the threat exists in Tunisia. It exists, 
just as it does in any other country. Tunisian officers and soldiers and 
other Tunisians are influenced by the environment in which they live. There 
are citizens who read newspapers, and they are not like those in other Arab 
countries or in Third World countries where the army lives in a circun- 
scribed group cut off from the people. This does not exist, especially in 
view of the fact that in Tunisia there is no army made up of a privileged 
class cut off from the rest of the people. Every Tunisian is influenced by 
the environment in which he lives. 


[Question] To be more precise, is there the threat of a military coup in 
Tunisia at a given moment? 


[Answer] I do not think so. There is a threat of the type which occurred 
last January. That does exist, but the danger is nonexistent. Why? Because 
in the make-up of Tunisian society there is no basic disparity--not in 
tradition, language or religion. In other words, in Tunisia there are no 
signs of the division or distinctions which exist in Lebanon or even in other 
Arab countries. 


[Question] Your analysis of everything Tunisia faces is practically the same 
as the analysis of Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali. Given that you are in the 
opposition and he is in the regime, how do you arrive at a result or solution 
of the Tunisian state of affairs through political activity which is similarly 
analyzed by both the regime and the opposition? Where is the opposition? 


[Answer] You mean that we are opposition in appearance only. You should 


have been with us and attended the recent meetings which we entered into 
with groups fighting with us. Recently we held one meeting in Tunis and one 
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in Zarzis. While we were talking in Zarzis, the militia of the ruling 
party raided the site of the meeting. 


[Question] I mean, what is the difference between you and Mzali? 


[Answer] The difference is that Mzali is in the regime and we are outside 
it. Secondly, it is not permissible for me to say what I am not doing as 
opposition. The analysis concerning events is that the path they took from 
the time the events erupted is not our path. Perhaps Mzali has special 
circumstances, and I appreciate them. Consequently, he is subject to remarks 
and criticism. As they say, he is between the hammer and the anvil. We 
appreciate his position. We have been saying that Mohamed Mzali is not 
responsible for what occurs in the country. We know that the real power is 
not in his hands. The regime in Tunisia is presidential. We know this. 


[Question] But again I say that your analysis of the causes of the recent 
explosion concurs with Mzali's analysis. 


[Answer] Say whatever you want, but you cannot say that our position does 
not differ from Mohamed Mzali's position. So far we have not portrayed our 
presence on the stage as opposition. We were given the stage to ordain 
ourselves as a legally recognized party. However, in fact we do not yet enjoy 
all the rights of the opposition or of a political party existing in the 
country. When we pursue our political activity as a recognized party, we 
will begin thinking about alliances and a joint program with the ruling 

party and other parties. However, as long as we have not reached this 

stage, we cannot meet in a natural manner. Our combatants prevent us from 
telling an employed person that he cannot be in the opposition. A person has 
work and a mouthful of bread. He encounters difficulties in obtaining a 
mouthful of bread if he is in the opposition. How can a person enter the 
opposition if he encounters obstacles of these proportions? Secondly, the 
opposition exists in newspapers: and in the field, but it is absent in 
representative structures. In other words, we are quite far-removed from 
political decision-making. We do not ask for the removal of Mzali from 
power. We ask that we be given representation in the representative 
structures--in municipal and village councils and in parliament. We will be 
in representative councils to participate as needed and to give our opinion 
on problems. 


[Question] Don't you aspire to be the alternative solution? 


[Answer] No. We as a political party aspire to being a new solution. Of 
course this is natural. A logical basis for governing exists in the 
opposition. We aspire to being the altnerative solution, but the alternative 
solution through legal means and through elections. When this stage comes, 
we will not close the door to any possibilities. We will be a foundation 
around which a number of people inside and outside the regime will rally, a 
foundation for political activity in Tunisia. This is possible. However, 

it is now impossible, as long as we are not recognized as a legal, existing 
entity. 


[Question] Do you approve of the existence of religious parties? 
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[Answer] Naturally, Tunisians have the right, if they respect the law and 
the constitution and what is called the "democratic game." Why is it not 
appropriate for them? Religious parties exist in all countries of the 
world, including European countries. There is a Christian Democratic Party 
in Italy. There is a Christian Socialist Party in Germany. In Poland they 
use religion as a framework for union activity. This is natural. As for us 
Muslims, no person can come and say that he speaks in the name of Islam, 
unless the inspired one is; authorized by the congress of Muslim scholars. 
Then he would come and say that he speaks in the name of the Islamic commun- 
ity. But aside from this, if a person comes and says, "This is my theory on 
the question of independent judgment and the economy," he has the right. 


[Question] Is there a threat from Islamic groups in Tunisia? 


[Answer] There is a threat if the Islamic movement contributes to a 
situation which supports the extremist current and forces it to use violence. 
In that case there is a threat! We do not agree with Mzali's method of 
dealing with the Islamic current. We do not agree at all with putting people 
in prison because of their ideas and political activity. We demand that 

the movement of the Islamic current have the right to exist on the scene as a 
political organization with full rights and obligations. 


[Question] What is your position on having a multiplicity of unions in the 
union movement? 


[Answer] We are not against a multiplicity of unions in principle. However, 
from the standpoint of political philosophy, it is not reasonable. Ina 
democracy every individual has the right to form a union. That is natural. 
However, at present, under the current circumstances in Tunisia, we believe 
that this is not forthcoming. Why? Because the developing situation is not 
arising from this. Secondly, I believe that the existence of a single union 
organization in Tunisia has three advantages: 


1. It constitutes a factor for development and democratic change in Tunisia. 


2. As for development requirements in Tunisia, the presence of a serious 
entity truly representing the working class is a factor in the success of 
the development plans. 


3. In the long term, the presence of a powerful union organization is a 
factor in political stability. However, because of all of this, conditions 
must be provided in the single union organization. 


The first condition is the democratic one. In other words, the structures 
must be elected in a truly free election by the popular base. Also, leader- 
ship must be collective. 


The second condition is that this single union organization not be transformed 
into a political party. 


The third condition is that since it gathers all employees and employers, it 
must include all people, no matter what their political affiliations. The 
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right to unionize is a sacred right. A worker has the right to be a member 
of the union and a member of any political party--Communist, Destourian or 
Democratic, on condition that he not use the union as a vehicle for political 
activity. There is another factor. The generation to which he belongs is 
the last generation of the "battle for liberation.” As far as we are 
concerned, the Tunisian General Federation of Labor [UGTT] is considered one 
of our historic gains. The history of the UGTT prompts us to regard this 
federation as a national gain. 


[Question] Regarding the question of succession in Tunisia, what is you 
opinion on what is happening? What is your position on it? 


[Answer] For us the question of succession is a secondary question. Why? 
Because what concerns us is the inevitable radical change which must occur--a 
change in the method of government, in the organization of government, in the 
means of government, and in economic, social and political programs. Change 
will occur without doubt. This change could come during Bourguiba's time, 
just as it may not occur after Bourguiba. There are numerous examples in 
contemporary history, whether in the Arab world, the Third World or else- 
where. We are striving and working so that this change may come naturally. 
As for the second point, do not expect me to answer that I support one 
person or another. For us the question is not personal. Who is better? On 
whom do we bet? That question is unreasonable. It is not at all mentioned. 
Look at what happened in Cameroon, Spain, Egypt, and Guinea after Sekou 
Toure's death! 


[Question] Do you mean that what happened in these countries, including 
Guinea, could happen in Tunisia? 


[Answer] In Guinea, for example, the single party does not exist. Where 
is it? Why did the single party not go into the street and defend the 
regime? 


[Question] Because the military did not give anyone the opportunity. 


[Answer] No. That is not true. The truth is that the single existing party 
in Guinea called the "state party" which was supposed to be everywhere, was 
not present. It was absent from the scene. What is important for us is that 
change is occurring. There is not doubt that it is occurring. 
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ISRAEL 


EAST JERUSALEM MERCHANTS DISCUSS ECONOMIC SITUATION 
Nicosia FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH in Arabic No 510, 2 Jun 84 pp 18-20 


{[Article: "Taxes Are Crippling People and Workers Are in Most Difficult 
Position; Israel Is Straining But Bank Is Moaning"] 


[Text] The constant rise in the Zionist entity's inflation chart is no 
longer surprising informed economic observers, according to the confession 
cited by the enemy radio in the course of discussing the rise in the prices 
of consumer goods, including foodstuffs, last April. 


However, a reading of the figures demonstrates the extent of the economic 
crisis from which Israel is suffering. These figures say, for example: 


The price of fresh beef rose by 24 percent. 
The price of fruit and vegetables rose by 22.6 percent. 
The price of apartments rose by 26.6 percent. 


Generally, the average rise in the cost of living amounted to 20.6 percent 
last April whereas it amounted to 7.3 percent in the first half of last May. 


If the constant rise in prices is no longer surprising the Israelis, the 
situation of the Palestinian citizens in the occupied [West] Bank and Gaza 
Strip is different as a result of the grave impact which the rise in Israeli 
prices leaves on their economic situation because of the scheme implemented 
by the Israeli authorities throughout the past 17 years--a scheme which has 
led to the subservience of the occupied territories’ economy to that of 
Israel and to the subsequent reflection of the Israeli economy's crisis on 
living conditions in the Bank and the Strip. 


The effects of this deterioration in the standard of living are not confined 
to workers and employees, even though they are the groups hurt most severely, 
but extends to the merchants and the businessmen who are saddled with the 
enormous taxes imposed on them by the Israeli authorities--taxes which push 
them towards bankruptcy and towards closing their businesses, which, in turn, 
has its effect on the workers because of reduced employment opportunities and 
because more workers join the "unemployment market." 
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It is true that statistics and graphs reflect any economic situation, but 
this picture remains largely abstract and conceals the features of the people 
whose faces and words demonstrate the dimensions of the hardships resulting 
from the economic crisis. 


We have chosen this time to approach the deteriorating economic situation 
from the angle of what the people suffering directly from this deterioration 
say. We have explored the views of these people in a number of field 
interviews conducted by AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI magazine which is published in 
occupied Jerusalem. The interviews were published in the magazine's editions 
of 10 March, 24 March, 7 April, 14 April and 21 April. 


Here is a summary of representative views of the various groups of people 
and various economic sectors. 


Merchants: 
"Azzam al-Natshah, Merchant: Unprecedented Situation 


The merchants are facing a difficult and unprecedented economic situation, 
a situation which emanates particularly from the multiplicity of taxes 
imposed on them and from the high prices. The merchant who used to pay 140 
shekels every 2 months for water consumption is now paying 10,500 shekels. 
The taxes collected from him come under different names, such as: National 
Insurance, income, municipal and even Galilee security tax and so forth. 


The objective behind all this has become as clear as daylight, namely to 
uproot us and to deprive the land of its native inhabitants. But they will 
not succeed. 


To confront this policy, we, as merchants, must cooperate with each other, 
especially in terms of unification of purchases and of refusing Jewish 
merchants the opportunity to exploit us and to control prices. 


Ahmad Musa Abu Rumaylah, Merchant: Danger of Closure 


Three months ago, a number of tax officials came to the shop and, as usual, 
inspected it and checked the bills and the accounts. They then demanded that 
I pay 34 million shekels. This sum was later raised to 58 million shekels, 
in accordance with the estimates of the Tax Agency without considering the 
shop's books and accounts, and even without conducting any investigation with 
me. 


My shop, with all the goods and furniture it contains, is not worth 58 million 
shekels. 


The future is gloomy, very gloomy. As merchants, we are threatened with the 
danger of having to close our shops. We do not know what to do. What we 
fear most is that the shops we now own will end up in the hands of the 
others [Jews], especially when we reach a point where we will not be able 

to pay such astronomical sums. 
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Nasir al-Rashiq, Merchant: Loss Exceeds Profit 


The sudden inspection campaigns, the intimidation campaigns and the war of 
nerves continue, in addition to the arrest and to the impoundment of goods 
and shops. As if the poor commercial situation and the recession are not 
enough, the Tax Agency comes with its arbitrary measures to make things 
even worse. 


The truth is that our economic conditions are very hard and that they are 
going from bad to worse, so much that we are no longer able to earn our 
family's livelihood, not to mention numerous other expenses and costs. 


As for commercial activity, it is almost nonexistent because of the extremely 
high prices and the sharp drop in the value of the shekel, especially in the 
past few months. This situation has forced the merchant to sell his goods 

at cost price. At times, the merchant's loss is bigger than his profit. 


Workers: 
Qasim Kamal, Mechanic: Support for Workers First 


The most important problems facing us as workers can be summed up by the 
following: 


The problem of inflation and of the drop in the value of the shekel which, of 
course, has a major impact on our wage rates, which have declined in an 
unimaginably sharp manner. To make the picture clear, i will give you an 
example: Three momths ago, a worker earned 30,000 shekels [monthly]. At 
this time, this sum was equal to 100 Jordanian dinars, whereas it has now 
dropped to nearly 75 dinars. Can you see the difference? Therefore, this 
problem has its negative ramifications on our entire economic situation. 
These wages are no longer enough to meet our needs and the burdens with which 
we are saddled. 


There is an absence of labor union organizations which devote attention to 
our condition as workers, despite all that is said about the existence of 

the Land Transport Workers and Mechanics Union which is fundamentally a 

union of business owners and not of workers. In the union's latest elections, 
the candidates of the Jerusalem Bloc issued a statement promising us to make 
efforts to acquire money and to support the workers’ steadfastness. Regret- 
tably, they have not been able, so far, to crystallize any of the provisiors 
of their statement. They have failed so badly that even the health insurance 
plan which was scheduled to be started has been obstructed and has remained 
mere ink on paper. 


Therefore, we say frankly that support should be channelled towards the 
worker, primarily because he is the one ultimately harmed by economic condi- 
tions. To put it more precisely, the hardship of the Palestinian worker 
exceeds many times the hardships of workers in other parts of the world. 
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The failure to set workhours is another problem from which we suffer. 
Even though we begin our workhours in the early morning, the length of these 
hours is not, of course, set. At times, we work for 10 uninterrupted hours. 


Health care and public services: We are suffering from a poor health situ- 
ation. Many garages do not have the minimum services. This may be due 

to failure on the part of the business owner or due to the restrictions 

which Jerusalem Municipality imposes on business owners which do not permit 
any citizen to build or repair anything before getting a permit from the 
municipality. You can feel the intentional neglect if you were to pay a 
short visit to the garage area in winter. You can then see what no man could 
imagine! 


There remains another phenomenon which I should note, namely the presence of 
considerable numbers of young [underage] workers who do not have any protec- 
tion or rights and who have been forced by life's hard circumstances to 
abandon their school desks and head to the marketplace in search of a living. 
This phenomenon is serious, very serious. We hope that the officials and 

the people concerned will find a solution for it before it intensifies and 
before its danger spreads. 


Najib al-Qawasimah, Mechanic: We Were Workshop Owners and We Have Turned 
into Hired Hands 


Before the occupation, I was in the garage which was owned by my father 

and which operated under a new permit from the occupation authorities. In 
1971, my father was arrested on a security charge and was jailed for 2 years. 
During those 2 years, we accumulated a debt of millions of shekels in taxes 
which forced us to close the shop. Severe pressure was also put on us by 
Jerusalem Municipality, which refused to renew the permit. As a result, 

we had to sell the garage and the money we got for it ended up in the 

Israeli Tax Agency's coffers. 


Now that we have lost our sole source of income, we have turned to work as 
hired hands working for meager wages that are hardly enough for the needs 
of the family, which consists of 11 members. 


Naturally, we are facing numerous problems, the most significant being the 
small wages we earn compared to our exertions. This comes as a result of 

the deteriorating economic conditions. Moreover, the absence of effective 
national and labor union organizations which could offer the worker necessary 
support is another problem from which we suffer, considering that the 
currently existing organizations are not at all concerned with the worker. 


Therefore, we, as workers suffering more severely than others, demand that 
the groups which lavish their monies on the businessmen, direct a small 
part of these monies to the workers most of whom earn meager wages and, at 
the same time, support large families. 
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Workshop and Shop Owners: 

Khalid Ahmad Shahin, Garage Owner: Weak Market 

The problems facing the garage owners are embodied in two points: 
1. The weak job market. 

2. The rising taxes. 


These two points are tied to each other because the scarcity of work results 
in a deteriorating economic situation from which we, the Arab citizens, are 
particularly suffering. 


The taxes are numerous and varied, the most significant being the 15 percent 
tax, the income tax, the national insurance, the labor tax, the Galilee 
security tax and the property tax, the least of which amounts to 60,000 
shekels. 


The weak job market and the numerous subsequent problems have caused us 
numerous problems, especially with our workers. This is out of our control. 
Because of the low labor wages, it is normal for the workers to complain 
severely and to try to leave the job and move somewhere else. 


This bad situation affects the worker more than others, especially since he 
supports a large family. 


Even the business owner suffers from the impact of these conditions. For 
example, I support a family of seven and I have five workers, all of whom 
support large families. This imposes on me, as a garage owner, exorbitant 
expenses that nobody can imagine, 


"Abdallah al-A'raj, Shoe Factory Owner: Taxes Eat Us Up 

When speaking of the problems that confront us as businessmen, the numerous 
exorbitant taxes constitute the biggest problem from which we suffer. They 
ar@ an insufferable problem. 


These taxes are numerous and saddle us with a burden that consumes all our 
profits and our production effort. 


This amount of tax has a negative impact on the factories, especially the 
factories with small or weak production. 


On top of this, the tax officials are engaged in ceaseless practices against 
us. Sudden inspections are carried out from time to time. In the latest 
such inspection, the tax officials stormed a factory nearby and confiscated 
four crates of shoes. As a result of the accumulation of taxes and of the 
constant rise in prices, accompanies--of course--by the drop in the shekel's 
value, the Arab job market has weakened and the productivity of the factories 
has dropped in such a manner that these factories are no longer capable of 
continuing their production. 
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A factory which used to produce 100 pairs of shoes daily is now producing 
20 pairs daily. 


This sharp drop in productivity is due mainly to the exorbitant taxes. 


Moreover, the merchant who used to buy 100 pairs of st: ‘or example, 
is no longer capable of purchasing such a quantity and tuys nowadays 10 
pairs maximum. 


Jawad al-Muhtasib, Souvenir Shop Owner: Tourism Industry Hit 


Tourism is currently experiencing a grave crisis whose consequences are 
unknown. The collapse continues and we do not know how to counter it, 
especially since the means of support are unavailable. 


Naturally, the problems and difficulties currently experienced by the tourism 
situation are an inevitable consequence of the current economic deterioration, 
which has reached an abyss. Prices are rising constantly and the currency 
value continues to drop daily. As for the taxes, you can comment endlessly. 


Because the authorities do not wish to see national industries, they have 
adopted an infernal policy to fight whatever is Arab. The authorities 

are thus engaging in another form of economic harassment and pressure against 
the Arab citizens to achieve their malicious objectives and intentions. 


The essence of this policy, especially where the Arab tourism sector is con- 
cerned, lies in turning foreign tourists against the Arabs, attributing to 
the Arabs all kinds of base characteristics and qualities. 


This policy, exercised through various means, has a severe negative impact 
on the Arab citizens and merchants and leads, subsequently, to implanting 
fear of whatever is Arab in the hearts of foreign tourists. This policy 
causes us unimaginable harm. 


"Isam Abu Lubdah, Souvenir Shop Employee: Poisoned Instigation 


Before I start on tourist conditions in Jerusalem, I must touch on some 
practices in which the occupation authorities engage against the Arab tourism 
sector and against our citizens, the shop owners and the merchants. I can 
sum up these practices in the following: 


The poisoned campaigns of instigation carried out by the Israeli tourist 
guides against the Arab merchants. These campaigns reach the extent of 
describing the Arabs as thieves and exploiters and of warning against 
dealing with then. 


The development of a major market in the Jewish Quarter, called (Cardo) 
Market. This market is tantamount to a major gathering of Jewish businessmen, 
which has dealt the Arab markets a severe blow because foreign tourists turn 
to this market to buy what they want. 
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The distribution by a radical group of instigatory pamphlets against the Arab 
citizens and the constant harassment of the Arab shop owners and merchants. 


The exorbitant taxes levied on our merchants. These taxes force most of 
these merchants to either close their shops or sell them. 


These factors have weakened the tourist movement and will lead to paralyzing 
it completely. 


As an employee in this shop, I am one of those who are affected by this 
situation, like many of my brother citizens. As a result of the weak business 
market, the business owner is forced either to reduce the wages of his workers, 
to keep these wages unchanged or to dispense with our services completely. 


George Rashmawi, Shoe Shop Owner: Bread First 


We are now selling 10 percent of what we used to sell in the past because 

of immense inflation, the numerous taxes and the drop in the shekel's value. 
We rely completely on the [citizen's] purchasing power and because the income 
is small and the expenses shouldered by the family head are numerous, he wants 
first to secure his family's food. After this, he is not left with even 
enough money to buy himself or his children a pair of shoes. He wants 

low prices but rapid inflation prevents him from buying what he needs. 


As'ad Darwish, Driving Instructor: We Will Stand Fast On Our Land 


The economic conditions in the West Bank generally are deteriorating and 
their impact is evident on all groups of citizens. The citizens experience 
enormous difficulty in their efforts to secure a dignified and honorable 
livelihood. By virture of my work as a driving instructor, I come into 
contact with society's various classes, including employees, workers and 
others. Because of the degenerating economic situation, a large number of 
citizens who want to learn to drive are prevented from doing so by the 
financial crisis, because their income is barely enough to meet their 
essential household needs, such as flour, sugar and so forth. The rapid 

rise in prices forces us to raise the prices of the driving lessons 
constantly and this forces many people to stop learning because they have 
other obligations. The current economic problem is like an epidemic that 
afflicts a man and ultimately kills him. What Israel gives the workers and 
the employees with one hand, it takes away with the other hand without making 
them aware of the fact. But regardless of what the circumstances and the 
conditions are, we will adapt to the new situation and stand fast on our land, 
even if we have to survive on bread alone. 


"Imad Hamdan al-Ja'bari, Vegetable Vendor: Our Goods Rot 


Activity is much less now than it used to be. The lack of work and lack of 
income prevents people from buying vegetables, which are essential for the 
home and for man's body. A worker who does not work every day cannot 
survive. The price of fruit and vegetables are affected, like all other 
goods, by inflation. A large part of our goods rot because of the small 
sales. What we net some days does not exceed 400 shekels, which is not 
enough for my family. This is why I live in debt all month long. All this 


38 














is due to the bad and deteriorating economic situation in the Bank. We do no 
not know what to do. Our income is limited and we cannot spend on our child- 
ren's schooling or buy them the essentials they need. This is why our lives 
are an enormous tragedy and why we ask all to view us with respect and appre- 
ciation and to help us so that we may be able to survive and live with dignity. 


Jiryis Hanzal, Pharmacy Owner: Expensive Medicine 


Sales are small and this indicates the citizens’ economic crisis. The bad 
economic situation and the exorbitant inflation have a direct impact on the 
citizen. Medicine is essential for man's treatment but the high prices of 
medicine resulting from the country's ceaseless inflatiun cause the citizen 
to live in a dilemma because he cannot buy medicines. A drug which used to 
cost 1,000 shekels now costs 1,600 shekels. This causes the citizen to be 
unable to purchase it. If this situation persits, diseases and epidemics 
will spread among the people, and so will malnutrition, because of the high 
cost of esential foodstuffs. This will have a bad impact on the citizen's 
condition. The small income, the declining value of the shekel and the 
deteriorating economic conditions are causing hardship to the citizens 

from all sectors. 


George Furayj: Money Changer: Very Bad 


The economic situation is very bad. There is no economic activity. Instead 
there is bankruptcy, inflation and the constant rise in the value of the 
dinar. There is no stability in purchasing power, which declines as a 
result of the sudden rise in prices. Because of the high cost of the dinar, 
the citizen cannot convert shekels into dinars, unless he is compelled to 
repay debts he has incurred in dinars or he has to remit monies for the 
education of his children at universities abroad. 
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LEBANON 


DEPUTY INTERVIEWED ON SAUDI POLITICAL, ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1443, 29 Jun 84 pp 54,57 


[Interview with Lebanese Deputy Pierre Hilu by Sharbil Zughayb; date 
and place not specified] 


[Text] Since the imposition of the Israeli occupation on southern 
Lebanon, Lebanese industrial and agricultural exports to Arab states 
have started to encounter problems resulting from the fear of these 
states of the infiltration of Israeli goods via exported Lebanese 
goods. 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states have intensified their 
inspection of Lebanese goods, but they have not forbidden their entry, 

as has been frequently mentioned recently. Rather, the Kindgom 

requested of Sami Marun, the chairman of the council of foreign economic 
relations, that he bear the responsibility for ensuring the Lebanese pro- 
venance of the goods exported to the Kingdom, and this is one of the 
concessions granted by Lebanon. 


Deputy Pierre Hilu , as an envoy of President Amin al-Jumayyil, on a 
visit to the Kingdom during which he met King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz ang 
met with officials specializing in economic affairs. AL-HAWADITH con- 
ducted an interview with him concerning the mission that he conducted in 
the Kingdom and the results achieved. Deputy Hilu opened his remarks 
by speaking about the current relations between Lebanon and the Saudi 
Kingdom. He said: 


First of all, I would like to touch on the subject of the special relation- 
ship between Lebanon and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which has not 
weakened but rather has always been excellent and is based on very firm 
foundations, both economically and politically. The Lebanese in Saudi 
Arabia have found a second homeland during the period ofwar which Lebanon 
is living through. They have received assistance in finding work suitable 
to them, in addition to the welcome which has made them feel that they are 
at home, and this is one of the factors that have allowed Lebanon to hold 
out economically up to now. 
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In return, Saudi Arabia has benefited from these Lebanese who have stayed 
in its territory in that it has found in them the great energy that it 
needs, whether the work be manual, administrative or cultural. This is 
what has secured the interests of the Lebanese and Saudi peoples. 


Along with the employment factor, a large part of Lebanese agricultural 
production is exported to Sauti Arabia, and a large part of the industrial 
production finds its principal market in Saudi Arabia, more than in any 
other country. 


As for political relations, they are unblemished, because Lebanon and 
Saudi Arabia follow one line in regional and international policy. 
Agreement has been and will remain a motto for the relations between 
the two countries. 


More important than economic interests and political compatibility is 

the genuine affection that ties the two countries, particularly the reigning 
family in the kingdom and the Lebanese state, especially since all members 
of the Sa'udi family have considered and continue to consider Lebanon 

their second country. At the head of this family is His Majesty King Fahd 
ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, who speaks of Lebanon exactly as he would speak of 

Saudi Arabia. 


AL-HAWADITH: But was your visit to the kingdom really in order to 
facilitate the re-entry of Lebanese agricultural production to Saudi Arabia, 
or were other subjects being dealt with? 


Pierre Hilu : No Saudi decision was made to forbid the entry of Lebanese 
goods into Saudi Arabia, but there is the matter relating to the South, 
especially since Saudi Arabia is very sensitive to any relations with 
Israel. For this reason, it was feared that Lebanon would authorize a 
policy of normalization of relations with Israel. There is no doubt that 
if this happened, Lebanon's relationship with Saudi Arabia would deteriorate 
considerably. The only problem impeding the entry of Lebanese goods into 
Saudi Arabia is related to those goods arriving from the South, because 
all these goods are considered to be suspect until proven otherwise. For 
this reason, the Kingdom is afraid that Israeli goods may infiltrate Saudi 
markets through goods arriving from southern Lebanon. Today we must find 
a way to convince the Saudis that the southern goods that are exported 
abroad are strictly Lebanese goods and contain no trace of Israeli goods. 


AL-HAWADITH: Lebanese [exporters] to Saudi Arabia are asking that their 
goods be expedited at the Saudi border. Were you able to solve this 
problem? 


Pierre Hilu : I did not discuss this matter with His Majesty King Fahd, 
but I did discuss it with the appropriate officials. They say that in 
light of the conditions prevailing in Lebanon and the proliferation of 
smuggled and prohibited goods in the Kingdom, they are afraid these things 
may enter their country. They therefore consider it necessary to carefully 








search every car coming from Lebanon. Naturally, this inspection requires 
a great deal of time, since everything in a car or truck is subject to 
search. This is what delays the entry of goods, and exposes some of it 

to damage. Since large numbers of trucks head for the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia every day, it is incumbent on us Lebanese to understand the point 
of view of our Saudi brothers, and to improve matters in Lebanon, so that 
others are not afriad to deal with us. 


AL-HAWADITH: It is said that this is the main problem and not the goods 
themselves, and some people talk of attempts to smuggle prohibited items 
among the goods. Is this true? 


Pierre Hilu : Of course this is true, and there is a great concern that 
arms will be smuggled to the Gulf by way of Lebanon. There is a detestable 
fear of Lebanese and of the possibility. that they will engage in all sorts 
of smuggling to the countries that they visit. An indication of that is 
that any Lebanese individual submits to a careful search in any airport 

in the world, something that any other citizen not carrying a Lebanese 
passport does not have to submit to. This situation will continue as 

long as the conditions in Lebanon are as we see and experience them. 


AL-HAWADITH: With respect to agricultural production coming from the 
south, the matter may be justified, but with respect to Lebanese industry, 
what is the justification for the obstacles encountered in the Gulf states? 


Pierre Hilu : My answer to that question is a result of my being an 
industrialist. The obstacles that we face concerning the entry of industrial 
products are caused by the lack of faith in the continuation of operations 
in Lebanese industry. This is the most sensitive point in the mispercep- 
tion of industrial production abroad. The Arab businessman finds it 
difficult to initiate dealings with Lebanese industry, just as he finds 

it difficult to build his whole future on distributing the production of 
this industry at a time when he is not convinced that operations in it 
will continue or that the factory that he is dealing with will be able 

to survive. If this happened, it could jeopardize his position within 

the domestic market out of which he operates. And the Lebanese [business- 
man] cannot be positive about this matter as long as half of the industry 
of Lebanon is incapable of operating. 


AL-HAWADITH: Are there specific difficulties facing the Lebanese? 


Pierre Hilu : The first problem facing the Lebanese is related to the 
forged passports that were being given out in Beirut, and it requires 
careful investigation to know a person who wants to enter the kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. This is a right of any country vis-a-vis foreigners. 


The second difficulty lies in the fact that officials in the Kingdom do 

not renew the residence permits of the wives of Lebanese and other 

workers who live with their husbands in the Kingdom unless the foreigner 
who works there is in a position to cover the cost of living for himself 
and his family, i.e., if his monthly salary is more than 5,000 Saudi riyals. 
If his salary is less than that, then the foreigner cannot live with his 
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family and bear all the costs. This may create social problems that they 
can do without, since it is known that women are prohibited from working 

in Saudi Arabia. This general policy is not applied exclusively to Lebanese 
but to all foreigners working in the Kingdom. 


AL-HAWADITH: Does the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia provide Lebanon with 
assistance or grants aside from the assistance decided upon in the Arab 
summits? 


Pierre Hilu : My visit to the Kingdom was in the context of general 
relations, and for political, not economic, goals, the matters that I 
dealt with there were personally motivated. The fact is that we are in 

a situation that does not allow us to ask for assistance before we improve 
our internal situation. How can we talke about building when we are 
still destroying? So Lebanon must not expect any assistance from abroad 
until we put an end to our present situation. 


AL-HAWADITH: Did you deal with the matter of the Saudi embassy in Beirut 
and the return of normal operations there? 


Pierre Hilu : Of course, I raised that issue. Saudi officials devote 
special attention to this matter, but they consider the return of operations 
in the Saudi Embassy to be contingent upon the reopening of the Beirut 
airport to its normal state, and they consider the reopening of the air- 
port to be a positive indication of the cessation of the war, at least 

in Beirut. As long as the airport is not opened, there is no possibility 

of returning to a resumption of work in a normal and serious fashion. 


AL-HAWADITH: Saudi Arabia had a prominent role in reconciling the points 
of view of the Lebanese. It participated in the Geneva and Lausanne 
conferences and in the past has played an important role in Lebanon through 
the Arab Follow-up Committee. What political role does Lebanon want from 
Saudi Arabia today, especially with regard to the resolution of certain 
internal disagreements? 


Pierre Hilu : Saudi Arabia has th: largest role in settling disagreements 
like these, and the proof of that is that we now seek the evacuation of 
the foreign armies from Lebanese territory, and especially the departure 
of the Israeli army from southern Lebanon. We all feel the gravity of 
the situation in the South, and at present Lebanon is not able to declare 
war against the Israeli state, and everyone knows the reasons. We all 
respect the nationalist resistance conducted by the Southerners against 
the Israeli army there. But this situation may not lead to the expulsion 
of Israel from the South. We have also not been able to achieve the 
desired goal by means of negotiations and the agreement of May 17. The 
agreement was stillborn, and we have no choice but to rely on our friend- 
ships in the world to apply pressure on Israel to withdraw from Lebanon. 


AL-HAWADITH: The story of the security arrangements with Israel is still 


open. What will be the position of the Kindgom of Saudi Arabia with regard 
to these arrangements? 
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Pierre Hilu : Before we take up the security arrangements we should 

be committed this time to creating a collective internal atmosphere that 
would satisfy all the Lebanese parties in this matter, especially since 
some Arab countries consider the security of the South to be part of their 
own security, just as their security is considered to be part of the 
security of the South. I do not think that Saudi Arabia would oppose the 
security arrangements if there were a general internal consensus on them 
and no danger to the Arab states. 


AL-HAWADITH: What will the Saudi role be in this area? 


Pierre Hilu : Saudi Arabia has many friendships with the whole world 
and especially with the United States of America. Of course, it will 
play an effective role in convincing the United States of the necessity 

of putting pressure on Israel to accept what Lebanon wants. Still, I 
think that Saudi Arabia will be today as it has been in the past a reliable 
supporter of the liberation of Lebanon. At this stage, Saudi Arabia is 
preoccupied with ending the Gulf War, although it is comfortable in 
dealing with this war, and I did not sense any fear that the war might 
spread. Indeed, there is satisfaction with the future of the region, 
despite the Kingdom's awareness of the complexities of the war between 
Iraq and Iran. I believe that Saudi Arabia has enough power and the 
necessary friendships to safeguard its interests and the interests of the 
other Gulf states. Of course, this concern with the Gulf does not prevent 
Saudi Arabia from being concerned with Lebanon. 
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LEBANON 


GENERAL LAHD ON COOPERATION WITH ISRAEL, OTHER ISSUES 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1446, 20 Jul 84 pp 20-21 


[Interview with Antoine Lahd, commander of Army of Southern Lebanon, by 
Sharbil Zughayb: "Interview with Antoine Lahd from Position of Accusation; 
My Task Is to Defend Israel's Northern Borders"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] This dialogue with "General" Antoine Lahd, as they call him in the Arny 
of Southern Lebanon which is under his command, proceeds from a position which 
considers Lahd an ally and an instrument of Israel against Lebanon, against 

the south, against the southerners and against the national resistance 
especially. 


Lahd has not denied the cooperation with Israel. On the contrary, he has 
underlined this cooperation, declaring openly that his task is to protect 
Israel's northern borders. He has also announced that he had personally 
contacted Israel before taking over the Army of Southern Lebanon as successor 
to Maj Sa'd Haddad. 


Moreover, Antoine Lahd declares that he will fight the legitimate Lebanese 
army if this army tries to enter the south without agreement with Israel 
and with him personally. 


The road to Marj ‘Uyun, the headquarters of Lahd's command, begins in Sidon 
and passes through Jazzin, Dahr al-Ramlah and Jabal al-Sarirah, which is a 
mixed mass of construction materials (cement, gravel and sand.) This is why 
the Israeli occupation forces are mining this mountain and transporting its 
soil to Israel for immediate use in construction sites. 


We reach ‘Arabsalim roadblock "belonging" to the National Guard. There, the 
elements manning the roadblock prevent us from taking pictures even though we 
have a permit from the Army of Southern Lebanon signed by Major General Lahd 
himself allowing us to take pictures of the military points and roadblocks. 

But the elements manning the roadblock insisted that they do not receive orders 
from the commander of the National Guard in ‘Arabsalim only. We then proceeded 
to Marj ‘Uyun and to the barracks of the Army of Southern Lebanon where Lahd's 
command headquarters are located. There, the Lebanese element mingles with the 
Israeli element, turning the barracks into a joint barracks between Lahd's army 
and Israel's army--a barracks where numerous Israeli women soldiers have let 
their fair hair flow down their shoulders. 














[Question] On the balcony of the house which overlooks the town of al-Khiyam 
and the high mountains that conceal a part of the south from Israel, we said 

to General [English used] Antoine Lahd: You have taken over the command of 

the Army of Southern Lebanon from [the late] Maj Sa'd Haddad. Despite the 

firm relationship between Haddad and Israel, he was not able to change anything 
on the ground. So what can you change? 


[Answer] It is not permissible to compare the current situation with the 
situation existing at the time of the late Maj Sa'd Haddad for the following 
reasons: Maj Sa'd Haddad's authority was confined to the border strip and 

did not extend to a broader territory until after the Israeli operation of 

June 1982 when the Israeli army and the Army of Free Lebanon gained presence in 
all parts of South Lebanon. We all recall that Maj Sa'd Haddad developed a 
fatal disease at the end of that year--a disease which curtailed his efforts 
and prevented him from reaching the arrangements he had been seeking. 


But now the area over which the Army of Southern Lebanon has control is 
expanding constantly within programmed arrangements and a studied timetable 
whose results may surface in the near future. 


[Question] What is meant by programmed arrangements? 


[Answer] What we mean by the programmed arrangements is that the stronger 
the Army of Southern Lebanon grows, the more territories in the southern area 
we are able to take over [from the Israelis] until we ultimately cover the 
entire area of the south. 


[Question] Meaning after this army grows stronger in numbers or in equipment? 
[Answer] In both numbers and equipment. 


[Question] How can it grow larger in numbers when there is no interest in 
volunteering for its ranks? 


[Answer] There is a big interest in volunteering. If I were capable 
financially of recruiting 10,000 Lebanese soldiers in the south alone, I would 
have done so. 


[Question] It seems that the recruitment you are talking about comes from one 
southern faction, namely the Christians, not from all the factions? 


[Answer] The recruitment includes all the factions and sects. I now have in 
my army 40 percent Druze and Shi'ites and 60 percent Christians. In the near 
future, I will exert efforts to make the number shared in half by all the sects. 


[Question] In *. light of your relationship with the Israelis, do you believe 


that it is possible they will withdraw from South Lebanon with the ease that 
you depict and imagine? 


46 




















[Answer] Not easily, of course. They have interests which they are working 
to secure. These interests are summed up in protecting their northern borders 
and in living peacefully. I work for two objectives: to entrench security 
and stability in the south and to protect Israel's borders and live peacefully 
with the Israelis. When these objectives are secured, they will withdraw. 


[Question] The State of Lebanon denies that it has any relationship with the 
Army of Southern Lebanon whereas you, as an officer, continue to be accountable 
to the [Lebanese army] command, even after your retirement. Are you in 
disagreement with the legitimate Lebanese army or are you an extension of 

this army? 


[Answer] I am a reserve officer until the year 1991. There is no contact 
whatsoever between me and the Lebanese army command in al-Yarzah. I did not 
consult with anybody when I made my decision to take over the responsibilities 
in South Lebanon. I moved on the strength of my patriotism which dictated to 
me this decision and I disregarded the other personal and legal considerations. 


[Question] Does patriotism consist of dealing with the enemy? 


[Answer] The enemy in this case is relative. There is a Lebanese interest in 
liberating Lebanese land and there is nothing wrong with dealing with the 
occupier for the purpose of liberating the land and, consequently, liberating 
the Lebanese from the yoke of occupation. 


[Question] Against whom and in the interest of whom is the Army of Southern 
Lebanon founded? 


[Answer] The Army of Southern Lebanon is created for the interest of Lebanon 
and to fight whomever is against this interest. 


[Question] Are there in the south Lebanese citizens who are against this 
interest? 


[Answer] There is a small minority managed from outside the south. 


[Question] After a tour of more than 1 week in the south, we have found 
deep-rooted hostility among the Shi'ites toward the Army of Southern Lebanon. 
The Shi'ites believe that there is a Christian domination of the other sects 
in the south in the name of this army? 


[Answer] This attitude about which you are talking may be found in Jabal 
al-Rihan area because we have carried out in that area operations against the 
terrorists who had "infested" the area. But in the other areas, the concept 
is different. Even in al-Rihan area, those who work against the Army of 
Southern Lebanon are a minority. 


[Question] If the Israeli army is forced to withdraw from the south under the 
impact of the national resistance operations, what will the fate of the Army of 
Southern Lebanon be? 
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[Answer] Whoever imagines that the Israeli Defense Army will withdraw under 
the impact of the terrorist operations launched from time to time against it 
is wrong. The opposite is true. These operations are incapable of putting 
pressure on the Israeli Defense Army. Rather, they force this army to prolong 
its stay in South Lebanon to prevent the spread of terrorism in it. 


As for the Army of Southern Lebanon, it is prepared to shoulder the security 
responsibilities and to establish stability in every part from which the Israeli 
Defense Army withdraws within the framework of the arrangements and programs 
agreed upon with Israeli officials. 


{Question} If the Israeli army withdraws and the Army of Southern Lebanon takes 

over the security responsibility, as you say, then what will be the source of 
financing this [southern] army and with whom will its relationship be: With 
the State of Israel or with the State of Lebanon? 


[Answer] Our relationship will be with the population of the south until the 
State of Lebanon recognizes us. We will finance ourselves from the levies we 
collect from the south. These levies are enough to finance a strong army 
capable of imposing security on this area. 


[Question] The southerners call the levies you are talking about "protection 
money." What is your reply? 


[Answer] Let them say whatever they want to say about it. It is very well 
known to whom the levies go. They go to an army that watches day and night 
to insure the security and stability of the south. I believe that most of 
the people of the south are aware of this. The minority, a minority which 
exists wherever you go, is the side that creates the troubles and claims that 
these levies are protection money. 


[Question] Israel has refused to allow the barracks of the Lebanese Forces 

to continue to exist in the south and has demanded that they be annexed to the 
Army of Southern Lebanon whereas it has not resorted to the same measure with 
the other armed organizations that are loyal to Israel. What is your position 
vis-a-vis this situation? 


[Answer] It seems to me that you have in your bag a lot of faulty information 
and I think that you did not check this information before asking your questions. 
In any case, I assure you that if we exclude the Israeli Defense Army, there 

is not a single barracks or military center which is not under the control of 
the Army of Southern Lebanon. 


[Question] An incident has happened with us personally, and we have permits 
signed by you personally. At the ‘Arabsalim roadblock, the elements manning 
the roadblock refused to recognize the permit cr the signature and told us not 
to take pictures, threatening to smash our cameras, unless we have a permit 
from the National Guard to which they belong. What is your opinion of this 
information? 














[Answer] The National Guard is a part of the Army of Southern Lebanon, 

keeping in mind that the guard numbers are very small and that they are 
concerned with intelligence. The elements manning the ‘Arabsalim roadblock 
are stationed in their position temporarily to investigate the possibility 

of acts of terror being launched in this area because several such acts have 
taken place there. This is, perhaps, why they did not permit you to take 
pictures. I have personally given them the insturctions to carry out the orders 
of their immediate commander because they are carrying out special operations. 


[Question] It is said that Brig Gen [as given] Antoine Lahd has been appointed 
commander of the south because Israel is in disagreement with the Phalange 
Party and because it no longer trusts the Lebanese Forces who receive their 
orders from the Phalange Party. It is also said that Dani Sham‘un has a big 
hand in appointing you to this position. Where is the truth in all this? 


[Answer] To start with, I was not appointed in the south. Rather, I decided 
to accept this task. I owe nobody a favor for this appointment. I came to the 
south on the strength of my personal conviction. Neither Dani Sham'un nor the 
Phalange Party or the Lebanese Forces have any close or remote connection with 
my taking over this command. 


[Question] The connection is not necessarily positive. It may even be negative, 
especially since you are known not to be loyal to the Phalange and to have a 
Sham'unist tendency? 


[Answer] I did not notice that the Phalange and the [Lebanese] Forces were 
negative toward me when I took my job. 


[Question] Through whom was the relationship between you and the Israelis 
established? 


[Answer] Through me. I contacted Israel personally. 
[Question] This means that you had an old relationship with Israel? 


[Answer] No. When I felt and became certain that the state was going to 
abolish the 17 May accord, I studied the matter, and I had been familiar with 
all the political issues before I came here. I found that the south would be 

in a big dilemma. I have made this choice to replace the state in liberating 
the south because after abolition of the 17 May accord, there was no possibility 
of any rapprochement between the State of Lebanon and Israel and the south fell 
into a dilemma. I chose to come here to fight and to exert efforts for 
liberation of the south until an agreement is reached between the State of 
Lebanon and the State of Israel. 


[Question] It is well known that the Israelis do not easily trust any person, 
state or government. You say that you had contacted the Israelis 1 month 
before abolition of the 17 May accord. Did the Jews’ trust in you come so 
spontaneously and easily or had you been in contact with them when you were 

in the Lebanese army? 








[Answer] One month before the 17 May accord was abolished, I had no 
relationship whatsoever with any Jew and I did not know any Jew. Israel 
has ample information on ail the Lebanese officers and all the visible 
personalities in Lebanon and it knows everything about the present and the 
past and about the capabilities of people. 


[Question] Do you believe that Israel was serious in implementing the 17 
May accord and do you believe that this accord did not give Israel major 
rights inside the Lebanese territories--rights that undermine Lebanon's 
sovereignty? 


[Answer] I cannot know whether Israel approved or did not approve imple- 
mentation of the 17 May accord. But I know that the State of Lebanon was 
wrong in abolishing the accord. If the accord had to be abolished, then 
Lebanon should have let Israel abolish it. We all remember the international 
clamor rising in the wake of abolition of the accord. I believe that 
abolishing it before securing an alternative was a big mistake on the part 

of the State of Lebanon. 


[Question] Israel resorted to abolishing it indirectly when it set conditions 
for simultaneous Syrian withdrawal whereas this condition was not contained 
in the accord itself? 


[Answer] The State of Lebanon should have implemented the accord and presented 
Isracl with a fait accompli, especially since the State of Lebanon had nothing 
to do with the second condition [not further specified] existing between 

the United States and Israel. 


[Question] The Army of Southern Lebanon collects taxes from the southerners 
at a time when they are suffering from the Israeli army's acts of ploughing 
crops under, cutting down trees and blocking roads in the face of southern 
products. Don't you think that collecting taxes only intensifies the hatred 
and fans the flames of the rebellion against you and against the Israelis? 


[Answer] The Army of Southern Lebanon has been created to protect the 
southerners, to liberate their land, to insure their safety and to tend their 
affairs under cirucmstances where the legitimate authorities are totally absent 
from the south. The southerner is fully aware of this fact and he has not 
hesitated to support this army with all means, including taxes and others, to 
enable it to carry out its duties and to shoulder the responsibilities entrusted 
to it. 


[Question] There are numerous rumors about a sedition that may erupt in Sidon 
between the Christians and the Muslims under the fez of the Army of Southern 


Lebanon, meaning that your army will be the instrument to fight the Sunna in 
Sidon. What is your opinion? 


[Answer] I refused to take over control of Sidon from the outset when Sidon 
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was opposed to the entry of the Army of Southern Lebanon into it. I do not 
wish to enter Sidon with force of arms, even though I can enter it this way 
any time I wish. But now the residents of Sidon with all their factions are 
fully responsive to the Army of Southern Lebanon. 


[Question] They talk in Sidon of a partial Israeli withdrawal -to al-Litani. 
What will happen if this withdrawal materializes? 


[Answer] If this withdrawal takes place, nothing will happen because I will 
fill the void, and I have the force to do so. I stress that nothing of the 
sort that people imagine will happen at all. 


[Question] And if the operations continue in Sidon against your army as they 
continue at present against the Israeli army? 


[Answer] There are negligible operations at present against the Israeli army 
and against the Army of Southern Lebanon. These operations are more for 
propaganda purpose than they are practical operations. You can stay for 
several days in Sidon and write about what is happening there. You will find 
out that the operations about which they talk are not, in my view, operations. 


[Question] What is your opinion of Gen Michel 'Awn, the new army commander, 
and of the military council appointed recently? 


[Answer] Gen Michel ‘Awn, the army commander, is one of the most competent 
officers and one of the most capable of shouldering the responsibilities 
entrusted to him. But I believe that his task is almost impossible as long 
a3 political authority is divided, as long as national agreement has not been 
reached yet and as long as the formula of the future Lebanon has not been 
defined yet. 


As for the military council, it is a "sectarian" council, the same as its 
predecessor. It can be an instrument of division or one of unit, depending 
on its actions. 


[Question] If the present army command asks you to join the legitimate 
government, would you agree? 


[Answer] My mission is more important and more far-reaching than my joining 
or not joining the legitimate army. This is the last thing on my mind. The 
liberation and stability of the south are my sole concern. Afterwards, 
everything will have its right time to be discussed. 


[Question] Does this mean that you are against the legitimate government's 
army? 


[Answer] I am not against the legitimate government's army. You have asked 
me about joining the legitimate army. 
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[Question] If the government decides to dispatch a battalion or a brigade 
of the present Lebanese army to the south, will you stand in the face of 
this army and prevent it from entering the south as your predecessor, Major 
Hadded, did? 


[Answer] If this is not preceded by an agreement, then there is no doubt 
that I will prevent it, even if I am compelled to resort to the force of arms. 


[Question] Agreement with whom and on what? 


[Answer] With the active authorities in the south, i.e. with the Israelis 
and with the Army of South Lebanon. 


[Question] You prefer to stand on the Israeli side and against the Lebanese 
army? 


[Answer] We will not ask for the help of the Israeli Defense Army if I stand 
against the Lebanese army. But is the task of the Lebanese army to fight the 
Army of Southern Lebanon which is exerting efforts to liberate the south? 


[Question] The national resistance is fighting to regain the south and it 
says that you stand as a barrier between it and liberating the land because 
you stand with the Israelis. Don't you believe deep in your heart that the 
national resistance is right, especially since you are a military man rasied 
with the idea of defending the homeland's soil? 


[Answer] If the so-called national resistance were capable of regaining the 
south, I would be at the head of this resistance. I did not adopt the logic 
of coordination and negotiation [with Israel] until I was convinced that the 
acts of the so-called national resistance are no more than terrorist acts 
likely to entrench the Israeli Defense Army in the south instead of forcing 
it to depart from this land. 
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LEBANON 


"USAYRAN OPTIMISTIC ABOUT POSSIBILITIES OF COUNTRY'S RECOVERY 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 67, 21 Jul 84 pp 16-17 


[Interview with 'Adil 'Usayran, minister of defense, by Zaynah Shuraym: "Lebanese 
Minister of Defense to AL-TADAMUN: Military Council Is not ‘Sectarian Council; 
"South Will Be Liberated Even If Price Is Annihilation of Its Sons;" in Beirut, 
date not specified] 


[Text] Beirut--'Adil 'Usayran, the minister of defense in the Lebanese national 
unity cabinet, shoulders nowadays major historic tasks by virtue of his 
supervision of the military establishment which is considered the main entryway 
to solving Lebanon's crisis and to restoring Lebanon's real unity. 


"Adil 'Usayran, even though he has remained for long years in the "shadow" and 
far from the real arena of the decision-makers because of his moderate national 
course which rejects the method of force and of interfighting to achieve 
national objectives, possesses broad experience in Lebanese affairs--an 
experience gained through long practice in public affairs since he was a student 
in the American University. He was one of the founders of the pan-Arabist 
AL-'URWAH AL-WUTHQA. He then served as a deputy representing South Lebanon, 
then as minister and then as speaker of the Chamber of Deputies for several 
terms. 


When ‘Adil ‘Usayran returned as a performer in the Lebanese political arena, 
his return came through a wide door because he was chosen with rare consensus 
by the radicals, moderates and traditionalists to be the other representative 
of the Shi'ite sect, along with Nabih Birri, the fighting youth, in the Geneva 
and Lausanne conferences. There, he surprised all with his patriotic position 
--a position rejecting strongly any solution with Israel other than the solution 
of fighting and armed popular resistance. 'Usayran, the man who is in his 
seventies, who suffers from a nervous disorder which causes his limbs to shake 
and with which he was afflicted upon the assassination of his oldest son by 
his political opponnets, was more enthusiastic and energetic than many a youth 
in those two conferences. 


AL-TADAMUN has met with ‘Usayran, the man old with his political wisdem and 
young with his national enthusiasm, in Beirut and conducted with him the following 
interivew: 
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[Question] After the numerous experiences that have made it evident to the 
Lebanese that they have to make fundamental decisions pertaining to Lebanon's 
political future, can we say that such decisions have been actually made? 


[Answer] Yes, such decisions have been made. The decision that is more 
important than all others is the security plan whose implementation started on 
the morning of Wednesday, 4 July 1984. It has become clear so far that this 
decision has been successful and that the security plan has been implemented 
carefully. We now find East and West Beirut, North and South Beirut resting 
from the whistle of bullets, the boom of guns and the blood of the dead and the 
wounded. 


[Question] Even though implementation of the security plan has started, there 
are those who wager on its ultimate failure and there are those who wager on 
the return of the Arab deterrent forces to the Greater Beirut. What is your 
opinion on this issue? 


[Answer] The Greater Beirut welcomed in the past the Syrian Arab forces as 
deterrent forces seeking to prevent violations, to calm down the situation and 

to move forward with the tranquility and peace process. The Syrians did not 

do the Lebanese an injustice by entering Lebanon forcefully. Rather, their entry 
came on an official request by the Lebanese Government and after approval by 

all the Arab leaders who were meeting in Cairo. 


(Minister ‘'Usayran added:) 


If it becomes necessary for the Syrian deterrent forces to come to Lebanon, 
Lebanon will not hesitate to make such a request and Syria will not hesitate 
to approve such a request. What we hope for is that Lebanon will not be 

--compeited to-make -such a-request -so that -we may live--under the -canopy of a 
secure peace and a fruitful life. As for the wager on the ultimate failure 
of the security plan, this is what I cannot at all imagine. The Lebanese have 
had enough of irrigating their soil with the blood of the sons of Lebanon 
and they are tired of all that has happened in their country. I am optimistic 
and certain of the utimate success of the plan, especially since we are all 
working as Lebanese for reconciliation and for overcoming the crisis. 


[Question] There is a background that is not reassuring. There is, for 
example, the Israeli office in Dubayyah which is headed by Lubrani, the co- 
ordinator of Israeli activities in Lebanon. Why isn't the final closure of 
this office discussed? 


[Answer] The Dubayyah Office is temporary and will not stay for a long time. 
The Lebanese government is now perpared to devoid this office of its Israeli 
content, regardless of whether it is Lubrani or any other Israeli who is 
heading it and regardless of whether this office or others are the main mover 
of the wheels of interfighting among all the Lebanese. The Lebanese Government 
views these people as aliens to the country and believes that their stay in 
Lebanon should not last long, regardless of what their job is. 
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[Question] It is well known that there are partisan and political sides which 
have a share in the army dossier through the plans projected and attributed to 
official and unofficial political sources. In your opinion, will a united 
Lebanese army taking charge of the military establishment's responsibilities 
be created? 


[Answer] The united Lebanese army is present and extant. If this army became 
divided under a certain circumstance, then this division was due to the weakness 
of its command. This weakness has now vanished with the change of the command. 


[Question] But it is noticed that the Sixty Brigade is still present on the 
contact lines adjacent to the western section while the Fifth Brigade is on 
the lines adjacent to the eastern section. Couldn't this lead to clashes 
between the two brigades in the future? 


[Answer] The army members will not shell each other and will not carry on with 
the war from now on because they have become certain of the harm caused by this 
war and have become aware of the responsibilities imposed on them by the war. 


[Question] The wounded south that is floundering in the blood of the southern 
martyrs is presenting the same question to all: Why have the Lebanese 
representatives of the various provinces and why have those who sing the 
praises of patriotism failed to take part in defending South Lebanon, the 

home of both the Christians and the Muslims. What is your answer to this 
question? 


[Answer] The non-participation of the southerners who have not yet entered 
the war against Israel does not mean that they will not participate in the 
future or that they will not take part in defending South Lebanon. Both the 
Christians and the Muslims will take part in defending every grain of the soil 
of the south and this participation will not be in the distant future. 


[Question] It has been learned that you have held talks with the U.S. 
ambassador on the "U.S. assistance" to the Lebanese army to open the crossing 
points to the south, especially assistance in the security arrangements. How 
optimistic are you regarding the outcome of these talks, keeping in mind that 
all are aware of the pros and cons of the U.S. policy in Lebanon? 


[Answer] It is well known that U.S. policy is run by the Jewish lobbies. This 
will have its impact on the war in Lebanon because every U.S. president who 
assumes power is compelled to submit and respond to the demands of these lobbies 
by virtue of his need for Jewish votes. This has been the case with the 
Americans under Truman, under Jonson and under all the U.S. presidents since 
that time. The only president to swerve from this rule was Dwight Eisenhower, 
who proved his heroism. Despite the approaching elections in his country 

and even though he was a presidential candidate, Eisenhower took a hostile 
position toward the war launched by the British, the French and the Israelis 
[against Egypt in 1956]. He told the three partners: Retreat or I will force 
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you to retreat. They were thus forced to withdraw and retreat to their 
countries without being able to finish the war. Israel did not win anything 
from this first war which it launched with its allies in 1956. Rather, it 
folded its banners, turned its back and moved toward its territories without 
scoring the victory which it scored in its later wars against Egypt and the 
other Arab countries. Therefore, I say that no discussion has been held with 
the U.S. ambassador on assistance. The Americans do not deliver a single 
piece of weaponry without cash payment. Thinking of (BARBITOCOMI) assistance 
or of other kinds of assistance is futile and faulty. I am one of those who 
learned the secrets and meaning of U.S. policy long ago, i.e. since the day 
the vote was cast in the United Nations on partitioning Palestine in the 
interest of Israel, 


[Question] Despite the start of implementation of the security plan in 

Beirut, there are those who wager on partition, especially since there are 
between Beirut and the mountain dangerous crossing points and inflamed axes, 
since there are between one mountain and the other strongholds and destruction, 
since there is between the south and the north an unsafe road and since there 
is between the north and al-Biqu’ fearful silence. Does this mean that Beirut 
is isolated from the other parts of Lebanon? 


[Answer] There will be no partition in Lebanon and no cantons will be created 
because Beirut will not remain isolated from the other parts of Lebanon. Our 
cabinet is a national unity cabinet and unity means binding all parts of Lebanon 
to each other as they were before the war. This is what we are seeking to achieve 
in the near future, God willing. 


[Question] Will the new defense law block the gaps which have been the source 
of complaints insofar as the presence of the army in all of Lebanon is concerned? 


[Answer] Every law is subject to development, amendment and change according to 
to the dictates of time and the needs of the age in which it is applied. What 
has been done insofar as the army law is concerned has had its place and the 
gaps in the law will exist no more. 


[Question] Some call the military council that you have appointed a "confessional" 
council. What is your opinion in this regard and does the sectarian distribution 
undermine the military capability which the council is supposed to have? 


[Answer] People have their whims and their tendencies and they cannot be 
prevented from displaying them. It also cannot be denied that sectarianism 

has become more vigilant. But the military council is not a "confessional" 
council. It is a military council in content and form and the coming days will 
prove its true nature. 


[Question] Should Israel withdraw, how would you interpret the Lebanese army's 
position toward Lahd's army which is present in the south? 


[Answer] The Lebanese army has no connection with Lahd's army. Lahd's army is 
a hostile army that moves according to Israel's will. The Lebanese army's 
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direction is the direction of serving Lebanon's interest and of safeguarding 
Lebanon. 


[Question] Considering that you are one of the heroes of Lebanon's independence, 
can we reassure the Lebanese that history will repeat itself through liberation 
of the south? 


[Answer] The south will be liberated, even if its liberation will cost the 
annihilation of all the sons of the south and their disappearance from 
existence. 


[Question] Is there any current discussion on opening the crossing points 
to the south? 


[Answer] This issue has not been discussed yet. 
[Question] Can we reassure the Lebanese citizen that Lebanon has recovered 
from its setback and that it will regain its previous condition as‘a country 


enjoying a wholesome life? 


[Answer] Yes, yes, yes. I repeat: Yes, yes, yes. Lebanon will regain its 
pre-1975 condition. It will even be better than it used tec be. 
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LEBANON 


KARAMI DISCUSSES TRANSFORMATION OF TRUCE TO LASTING PEACE 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 388, 28 Jul 84 pp 16-18 


[Interview With Prime Minister Rashid Karami by Ghassan Bayram: "This Time, 
Agreement is Guaranteed and Comprehensive and Truce Will Turn into Permanent 
Peace"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Since he formed the new Lebanese cabinet, Prime Minister Rashid 

Karami has been trying daily, in addition to numerous endeavors of a different 
kind, to provide new evidence that the Lebanese crisis is on its way to being 
solved and that Lebanon, this country on whose soil internal and external 
conflicts have done what no regular or even civil war has done in any other 
country of the world in modern history, is now taking its first step toward 
regaining health and life. But nobody, especially not the Lebanese, want to 


believe. 


It is truly a problem that the past experiences in their various forms and 
with all their hardships and tragedies have caused the Lebanese to lose hope 
in the possibility of salvation or in the possibility of restoring their 
country, and themselves along with it, to the days of honor and a tranquil 


life. 


We have raised the various aspects and causes of this issue with Rashid Karami, 
the head of the national unity cabinet. To start with, we asked: 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, we want to reflect through this question what 
the people feel and experience, namely that the interesting phenomenon among 
the people is the belief that the current phase being undergone by Lebanon is 
no more than a truce which will soon end with a new chapter of the war through 
which they have lived during the past 10 years. What is your opinion? 


[Answer] The Lebanese citizen is interested primarily in the establishment of 
security in this country. This is his main concern as a result of the 
frequent violation of security and of the consequences of the conflicts that 
are going on in the Lebanese arena. This citizen has come to have little 
confidence and has become extremely sensitive. Therefore, whenever he sees a 
security plan being implemented in phases, he fears [recalls] the experiences 


by which he has been burnt. But we believe this time that it is our duty 
to demonstrate that the security plan, even though started with a political agreement, 


is guaranteed because this agreement covers the various solutions and political and 
reform issues that constitute the government's long-range program. The cabinet state- 
ment contains broad lines and fundamental political solutions that are expected to 

be crystallized through the adoption of the measures capable of putting them within 

a constitutional and legal framework so that they may actually become the new national 
charter. Thus, the cabinet, which is called the national unity cabinet and in which 
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main forces in the arena are represented, the cabinet statement which outlines 
the reform program, the new defense law, the military council and the security 
plan whose implementation has begun successfully are all guarantees, considering 
that what has been accomplished so far is no more that a phase which will be 
followed by successive steps so that the truce may turn in the eyes of some 
people into permanent peace. 


[Question] However, there are numerous politicians and men of opinion who, 
especially in light of the statements that you make daily, believe that you 
are exceedingly optimistic? 


[Answer] I am entitled to be optimistic if what we hear from the citizens on 
the need to establish and strengthen security, to create a just and capable 
State and to achieve liberation and reconstruction is serious. I am confident 
that the citizens’ will is with all these steps. Therefore, the local tendency 
among all is toward overcoming this tribulation. At the Arab level, we feel 
the constant support for all the steps taken so far. I can assert that there 
is at the international level that which encourages the continuation of our 
course, especially at the level of the two superpowers and of the friendly 
countries. 


This is why we need self-confidence, provided that we have a clear policy in 

all spheres. I would like to stress here that we must entrench these convictions. 
Let me draw the attention of the official and private media to the need to assist 
in plucking this doubt out of the hearts of some citizens because it has become 
the duty of all to cooperate in bringing success to the course of salvation. 


[Question] Is it because of what you have mentioned that Lebanon is facing its 
last chance or, as you have noted repeatedly, that we are facing a historical 
chance? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that the national unity cabinet, with all that it 
represents, is a big hope that must be utilized to help accomplish the mission 
for which this cabinet has come. I cannot imagine that any other cabinet will 
have the opportunities available to this cabinet. 


[Question] Let us return to the security plan which has been implemented in 
Greater Beirut. There is no doubt that this plan has it numerous merits. 

But it also contains serious negative features. The danger of this plan is 
that, even though it has been implemented through consent, it has taken a 
sectarian and decentralized direction through producing sectarian army brigades 
to take charge of security in sectarian areas. How in your personal and 
official view, can these negative aspects be eliminated and dropped? 


[Answer] At the outset of implementation of the security plan, reality had to 
be taken into consideration. What was important was to put an end to the 
indiscriminate shelling to which the citizens were subjected almost daily. 
When the defense law was amended and the Military Council was formed and begun 
to exercise its responsibilities, this council proceeded on the basis of the 
reality existing on the ground. Thus, the Sixth Brigade was deployed in West 
Beirut and the Fifth Brigade in East Beirut and the plan began to produce 
results. The indiscriminate shelling halted and the armed manifestations have 
been removed, with the provision to follow these steps by subsequent steps to 
reunite the army and to restructure it in a manner that embodies its unity and 
reflects the supreme national interest. <, 











We are watching all this and we believe that our procession will move on 
until comprehensive unity is achieved, with the [security] plan covering 
all areas and with the army forming the backbone of this plan. 


[Question] Nobody can doubt the soundness of this logic. But there are 
pitfalls, including the fear that this temporary provisional step may last 
too long and that new circumstances may coop up to prevent completing the 
fundamental corrective and reform steps, with us thus falling into the 
peril of partition and of the federal plans? 


[Answer] I again cite the citizens' desire to have security established. 

This is the tendency on which we must rely, consequently establishing the 

just and capable state in which all trust. The national unity cabinet is 

the instrument to achieve all this. With the passage of time, this program 
must be organized so that the state may grow stronger and the mini-states 
existing on the ground may disappear through consent and agreement. The 

State has proven that it is capable of crystallizing the hopes and aspirations 
of all the citizens. 


[Question] There remains the most important issue, namely the issue of the 
fate of the south. Your cabinet has formed a committee which you call the 
Committee for Liberation of the South. Do you believe that this is the most 
effective step on the path of ousting Israel? And is it possible to shed 
some light on the tasks of this committee and on where they begin and where 
they end? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that it is required to establish security in the 
south with a Lebanese instrument. This is the basis and it is the duty of all 
of us to establish this security on all the Lebanese territories, especially 
the territories occupied by Israel. This means that there should be no way 
for any movement seeking to tamper with security or leading to troubles that 
are not in Lebanon's interest. This is why we have said that the presence of 
a united army trusted by all is the fundamental instrument for achieving 

this objective because a healthy and strong Lebanon serves itself and 
constitutes a guarantee for all these considerations. This is why the committee 
has been formed to draw up a general plan for this visualization. When it 
completes drawing up the plan, we must move to discuss on the basis of this 
plan how to schedule the comprehensive Israeli withdrawal from the areas 
occupied by Israel. This can be done only through the U.N. Security Council 
or through any friendly country inclined this way and prepared to help us 
achieve the Israeli withdrawal. 


[Question] Frankly, we want to ask you a question on the soundness of the 
prevalent belief that there is a wager on the success of the opposition Labor 
Party in Israel. How true is this and can the Labor Party's assumption of 
power help indirect negotiations that end up terminating the occupation of the 
south? (The interview was conducted before the Israeli elections). 
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[Answer] In any case, I do not imagine that there is a difference between 
one party or another assuming power in Israel. Their objectives are well 
known. The plan we are talking about is a Lebanese plan. It is true that 
it contains a self-imposed commitment to Lebanese security on the occupied 
territories. This, in our view, constitutes an inlet to the conviction that 
security is in hands capable of maintaining it. This security provides the 
assurance that acts of infiltration and other forms of aggression over which 
complaints are voiced will not occur. This is why, in my view, it is not 
important who is in power in Israel. What is important is that we know what 
we want, plan for it and exert efforts to achieve it. 


[Question] You have had direct and indirect contacts with Washington which 
has continued to tell you that there is no solution without negotiations with 
Israel. If the U.S. position persists as it is now, will this separation 
between your position and the U.S. position, and subsequently the Israeli 
position, continue endlessly or are there other alternatives ready? 


[Answer] In any case, we strongly hope that all will understand the true 

nature of our interests and of our constant positions in serving these 

interests. We cannot abandon the fundamental principles we adopt. The others 
have to change their positions and view toward us. Sovereignty is an indivisible 
whole and occupation is rejected. We will move at all levels to achieve Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanon. We hope that all the friends and the major and small 
powers will understand this position and will work to facilitate leading it to 
the desired end. 


[Question] It is noticed that Israel has received your decision to close the 

Israeli Liaison Office with rejection and that it considers itself unconcerned 
with the decision. Will the cabinet be content with this position or will it 

take other steps? 


[Answer] There are no further steps beyond withdrawing the Lebanese side from 
this office. This withdrawal is enough for the office to be considered closed 
and of no importance from now on. 


[Question] This means that the presence of the Israeli side in the office 
continues to be a manifestation of the occupation? 


[Answer] I do not believe that the Israeli presence will continue in any form. 


[Question] There is continued talk about the possibility of enlarging the 
cabinet to secure a broader base of political and sectarian representation and 
to have the expansion act as a starting point for a more comprehensive political 
dialogue. Where do you stand vis-a-vis these expectations? 


[Answer] Thetruth is that we are proceeding on our way to rescue Lebanon. 
When we get the opportunity to enlarge the cabinet and when the difficulties 
are removed from the path, we will have no objection to discussing this 
expansion at any time. 
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[Question] It has been noticed recently that there is a new Soviet tendency 
vis-a-vis Lebanon, embodied most strongly in the Soviet offer to re-equip and 
rearm the Lebanese army and, consequently, in urging Lebanon to abandon its 
old robe and to depart from the so-called free world. So far, no official 
Lebanese opinion has been expressed on this offer. Can we know what this 
position is? 


[Answer] The fact is that we are still working at the beginning of the path 
and still trying to put the state together,to establish it and to rehabilitate 
it. We have said in our cabinet statement that we follow the policy of 
nonalignment. So we have no complexes. We are with whatever our interest 
dictates. Our friendship with all countries will be preserved and protected 

so that we may not discriminate between one party and another because we believe 
that this policy is in our interest fundamentally and that it guarantees our 
sovereignty andour future. This is how the meaning of these words can be 
appreciated and understood. 


[Question] A report has been circulated about the possibility of your visiting 
the Soviet Union. Is this likely at present? 


[Answer] On the basis of my previous answer, I say that we have no objection 
to visiting all friends. 


[Question] After all you have mentioned, do you think that it has become 
internationally and regionally permissible to close the dossier of the Lebanese 
crisis and to let the Lebanese tackle their problems? 


[Answer] I believe that the world has been sufficiently preoccupied with the 
Lebanese crisis and that the world is entitled to wish that we would close this 
dossier. We are also entitled to ask the world to help us do so. 


[Question] When you entered the government, you were at odds with President 
Amin al-Jumayyil. How do you evaluate relations now? 


[Answer] The truth is that since we agreed in the cabinet statement on all the 
issues and on the fundamental solutions to them and in this period that we 
have spent in the government, all matters are proceeding normally, God be thanked. 


What remains is for us to ask the people in Lebanon and even outside Lebanon: 
Are these words by Prime Minister Rashid Karami enough to convince anyone that 
the dossier of the Lebanese crisis will be closed and that Lebanon is nowadays 
living the beginning of the end [of the crisis], or what? 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


- 


ARABS IN WEST BANK, GAZA SPEAK OUT ON ADEN AGREEMENT 
Nicosia FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH in Arabic No 516, 14 Jul 84 pp 15-18 


[Article: "These Are the Opinions of West Bank Personalities on the Aden 
Agreement: 'The People Want...'"] 


[Text] Bassam al-Shak'ah, Elected Mayor of the Township of Nabulus: Let 
Us Hope That the Other Organizations Respond 


"Here, everyone has accepted the Aden agreement with great joy and happiness. 
there is great hope that the PLO will yield the desired results. We hope that 
the trust it won through the struggle of our people on various plains as their 
sole legitimate representative and the leader of the national struggle will 

be preserved. We hope that the PLO returns as both a leader and a representa- 
tive to the arena of confrontation with the occupation and its expansionist, 
racist policy, either inside the occupied territories or on the Arab level. 

We desire a revival of its effective alliance with the Lebanese national forces, 
Syria, andthe progressive forces in the world in the field of confronting 

world Zionism and its imperialistic American ally. 


"I hope that this agreement will include the other organizations, and that 
they will be open and receptive to it. I also hope that our leaders will 

be open to the exigencies of this. I hope that we all will work unconstrained 
by the negative aspects of the past. We must do what is necessary and fulfill 
our duty in accordance with the coming stage. It is no secret to any of us 
that our cause and people in particular and the region in general are passing 
through difficult, cruel, and serious circumstances. The gaps present in 

the regicn are allowing the occupation to isolate our people in the occupied 
territories, especially given the negative situationin the Arab world and 

the Gulf War. In addition, some Arab countries are allied with America, with 
which they pursue a common strategy. 


"The masses of the occupied territories, who responded positively, are waiting 
for this agreement to show its effectiveness. They do not want to gc back 

to the atmosphere of suffering and worry that gave birth to secession and 
strife. They are waiting for a clear strategic unity of position that will 
mobilize the potential of the Palestinians, the Arabs, and the world in order 
to save the Palestinian people and support their struggle and steadfastness. 
When our people in the occupied territories look at the Aden conference and 
the agreement it gave birth to, they cannot simply dismiss their experience 
and suffering." 
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Al-Hajj Rashad al-Shawa: Elected Mayor of the Township of Gaza: A Majority 
Instead of a Consensus 


"Frankly, we are discontented with the general situation. We demand that 
the Palestinian leadership adopt the principle of majority rule instead of 
consensus. If a person were to review all the political forces in the world, 
he would find nothing called consensus. Therefore, it is insufficient to 
try to speak with one voice and unify our ranks. It is not enough to do 
everything ina democratic and constitutional way, while failing to adopt a 
unified national position. 


"Therefore, we here are demanding that decisions be adopted by majority vote 

before it is too late. That is, this must be done before the disintegration 

goes further, for that would spell the end of us. We demand that the opinion 
of the people inside the country be taken into account in the making of deci- 
sions. Indeed, they should determine all the details on the basis of their 

daily sufferings and their knowledge of the occupation and its methods. 


"Thus, I say that the Aden agreement should have been worked out a long time 
ago, because we are passing through fateful circumstances. We have no need 
of more shouted slogans and repetitive talk without significance. Everyone 
should realize the nature of the situation we are living through here. 


"T want to say this: what happened inAdenis not an agreement; it is just 
talk. What is the meaningof having four vice presidents? This means that 
the movement of the president will be paralyzed." 


Ibrahim al-Tawil, the Elected Mayor of the Township of al-Birah: Very Good 


"It is a very good agreeient. I hope that it is developed and executed. 

The masses of the occupied territories are very pleased with it, because it 
has given them a respite and created a kind of firm agreement in the interior. 
Nevertheless, the masses hope that the agreement will be complete and com- 
prehensive, so that it will strengthen and support the masses in the occupied 
homeland and their institutions." 


'Azmi al-Shu'aybi, an Elected Member of the al-Birah Town Council: It Stops 
the Fracture 


"We welcome the agreement, which has put things in their places with respect 
to the Palestinian scene in particular and Palestinian-Arab relations in 
general, especially Palestinian-Syrian relations. There is no doubt that this 
agreement will put a stop to the divisiveness that has afflicted us. [t will 
prevent extremism of both the right and the left. It places us on the right 
road." 
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Shaykh Sa'd al-Din al-'Ilmi, Chairman of the Higher Islamic Council in 
Jerusalem: They Have United 


"All that we want is for everyone to be unified. Since we esteem unity, we 
wish them Godspeed a:.i success. We support unity and wish that they shall 
be as one always. If they unite, they will be able to do anything. 


"The masses here support the agreement unanimously. Each individual felt 
great joy when he heard about it. We esteem unity. God be with them." 


Haydar 'Abd-al-Shafi, President of the Palestinian Red Crescent Association 
in the Gaza Strip: Accounting and Monitoring 


"We were all impatiently waiting ior the outcome of the Aden-Algiers-Aden 
dialogue, and the agreement has made us very happy. We hope that this agree- 
ment will realize the Palestinian unity we desire by laying proper foundations 
for the correct practice of democracy and by setting up controls on the actions 
of individuals. It has also affirmed the principle of collective leadership 
and precise commitment to the resolutions of the National Council. Without 

a doubt, these considerations establish the foundations that can support the 
course of our work, organize it, and prevent improper excesses. 


"In addition, we hope that the emphasis on the organizational aspects and 

the principle of democratic practice will lead to proper discipline and embody 
the established principle of accounting and monitoring, thereby repaying the 
Palestinian people for the many sacrifices they have made. 


"Among the masses in the occupied territories, the agreement has had a sur- 
prising reception. Everyone supports and backs it and hopes to see it followed 
by even greater steps. Any departure from it will be met with condemnation 

c the part of the patient masses of the occupied territories, who have suf- 
fered and Seen hurt under the occupation. At the very least, we expect our 
leaders abroad to achieve a modicum of national unity." 


George Hizbun, the Secretary of the Federation of the Labor Unions: In 
Cooperation with the Palestinian Communists 


"The Aden agreement has come to affirm the correctness of the forms of struggle 
adopted by our people. In addition, it gives our masses confidence in the 
content of our struggle-oriented goals. It has deepened the concepts of the 
foundations of national unity. As a unionist, I find in this agreement, in 

its spirit, and in its program a realistic and objective basis for activity. 

We demand that this agreement te developed to take in the entire Palestinian 
scene. In addition, we demand that our relations with Syria and the Arab 
National Liberation Movement be developed, so that they too will rise to their 
challenges and bear their responsibilities. 


"The fact that the Communists took partinthe Aden agreement and in the 
meetings that took place reveals an objective development in the fulfillment 
of national responsibilities on the Palestinian and Arab levels. This is 
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one of the most positive indicators on our unity-oriented course. Our masses 
in the occupied territories waited for this all through the month with 

taught nerves, and it was achieved. Now they are awaiting the development 

of this achievement." 


Fayiz Abu Rahmah, the Head of the Lawyers' Guild in Gaza: A Suitable Step 


"The Aden agreement will pave the way for national unity. This is what all 
the Palestinian masses desire, because unity forms the true bulwark that pro- 
tects our gains and will allow the achievement of new successes in the future. 
We have become tired of disunity and divisiveness. Anything of that sort 
inflicts great harm on us and our course. Therefore, we hope tiie agreement 
will enjoy full and permanent success. 


"The announcement of this agreement brought forth joy in the hearts of all 
our citizens, who consider this achievement a suitable step toward stopping 
the serious hemorrhige from which the Palestinian body has been suffering." 


Ibrahim al-Daqqaq, Head of the Engineers' Union on the West Bank: Relations 
with Syria 


"Although no one knows the meaning of the agreement, it has received a broad 
welcome. It has created an atmosphere of calm, since the masses in the occupied 
territories think it is desirable to have these diverse parties reach agree- 
ment, especially after what happened in the Biqa' and Tripoli. It is also 

a positive indication of the re-establishment of the unity of the PLO. 


"In my estimation, national unity within the PLO is the cornerstone of any 
future activity. Our efforts cannot bear fruit unless they are based on this 
foundation. Thus, we can reassure ourselves that our march is advancing in 
the right direction, especially since respect is being shown for the resolu- 
tions of 16th session of the Palestinian National Council (PNC). 


"At this point, I must affirm that consultation, internal monitoring, and the 
enshrining of democratic practices on the basis of collective leadership will 
all- help to keep the Palestinian movement in general from falling through any 
trap doors in the future. It is also necessary to affirm the importance of 
our relationship with Syria and the need to deepen it, since the PLO and Syria 
form the front line in the Arab-Israeli conflict and the struggle against 
attempts to establish imperialist hegemony over the region." 


Dr Anwar al-Khatib, Chairman of the Federation of Charitable Associations: 
The Avoidance of Error and Self-Criticism 


"T personally support the agreement, no matter what it is like and what its 
clauses might be, because it raises our morale here on the West Bank. I felt 
that after the announcement of the Aden agreement. Therefore, we must all 
work for a common goal, which is our national cause. In the last analysis, 
we are human beings exposed to both error and truth. However, error should 
not be the shirt of 'Uthman, in which we make war on each other. We must go 
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beyond our mistakes and criticize ourselves. We must try to avoid errors in 
accordance with the requirements of the circumstances of our work." 


Dr Sirri Nasibah, Lecturer at Bir Zayt University: Unity is a Tool 


"The Aden accord has formed a good framework for the anticipated agreement 
between the other factions. We hope that national unity will not be a goal, 
but a tool that will give them what they need to move forward on the basis 
of realistic activity that takes into consideration the established national 
rights of the Palestinian people and sees these rights as its foundation. 


"T see the agreement as providing new support for the Fatah Central Committee 
and for Yasir ‘Arafat in particular. I hope the next step will be to hurry 

up and hold the 17th session of the PNC, so that this agreement will gain 
legitimacy. I would also like to point out that it is necessary to explain 
matters and decisions, lest others be given an opportunity to engage in verbose 
statements and insults. I hope the PNC session will affirm the need for taking 
autonomous action. 


"At Bir Zayt University, the agreement has been enthusiastically received by 
the students and their council, which has expressed its satisfaction with it. 
The academic staff feel the same way, because the situation was confused before 
the agreement. 


"Unfortunately, the disputes abroad have made themselves felt, even though 
indirectly, in events and alliances here at home. As for now, the Aden agree- 
ment has given strong backing and support to the potential for a return to 
collective, effective, and broad action." 


Samihah Khalil, Chairperson of the Association for the Revival of Family in 
al-Birah: Divisiveness has a Negative Effect Upon Us 


"At last agreement has been reached. We pray God that itwill include everyone. 
We hope that the PNC will be convened soon, with the agreement of all, in order 
to issue some executive resolutions. 


"Joy and pleasure spread all through the occupied territories when the agreement 
was announced, because any divisiveness abroad produces the same thing here 
in every house, prison, association, and corporation. 


"The Palestinian leaders must realize this, especially given the circumstances 
we are experiencing here under the occupation. Day by day, it grows worse. 
Indeed, divisiveness encourages the occupation authorities to practice more 
oppression tyranny." 


Bashir al-Barghuthi, Editor of the Jerusalem-Based Newspaper AL-TALI'AH: A 
New Beginning 


"We support the agreement and hope that it will be the introduction to a com- 
prehensive agreement among all the Palestinian factions and the re-establishment 
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of mutual understanding with Syria. I believe the agreement has answered the 
various questions raised by Palestinian activity in the last few years with 
respect to both the organizational situation and the general political situa- 
tion. Thus, it has responded to the various demands made in the past. It 
has put to rest any call for continuing the dispute that was present. 


"Moreover, we are very optimistic and think that the agreement will open the 
way for the reactivation of the Palestinian national organizations and the 
reinforcement of the position and role of the PLO on the Palestinian, Arab, 
and national levels. We think of it as an indication and an introduction to 
a new beginning for Palestinian activity in the context of comprehensive 
national unity. 


"Of course, the agreement has had very positive effects on our people in the 
occupied territories, because the forces that signed it in Aden are really 

the only ones with popular bases and backing in the occupied lands. There- 
fore, the agreement is finding its practical embodiment in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip by creating more unity among the nationalist factions here." 


Isma'il 'Ajwah, Editor of the Magazine AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI: There Must be 
Commitment to its Clauses 


"The Aden agreement has demonstrated once again the soundness of the position 
of the Palestinian leadership and the correctness of its programs and activity. 
The agreement enjoys the blessing and support of the broad masses everywhere 
both inside the country and in exile. 


"Now, following the signing of the agreement, all Palestinian factions must 
commit themselves to its clauses. If this does not occur, then the Palestinian 
leadership must act with decisiveness and resolution. All those who kept 
silent about the practices of some rulers and fled to them must have realized 
that the Palestinian leadership, under the command of Yasir ‘Arafat, enjoys 
ability and vision and is fully aware of all that is going on every level. 


"The historic Aden agreement has clearly shown that. commitment to the inde- 
pendent character of Palestinian decision making is the best way to reach our 
goals. Any relationships with any other party or faction must be founded on 
respect for this national decision making. Fidelity to Palestinian national 
decision making--a matter on which the Aden agreement focused a great deal-- 
will block all attacks and attempts at conspiracy, no matter from what power 
they might come. 


"The success achieved in Aden has had a large positive effect on all the sectors 
of our people. They lived through a long period of fear, since they saw the 
Palestinian community experiencing a sharp crisis that affected us all." 


Isma'il al-Taziz, Head of the Pharmacists in Jerusalem: Rapid Application 


"Although we all have been hoping for something like this agreement to happen, 
and although it came rather late, it is still a good agreement. Ones heart 
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is pleased by it. It has had a very positive effect in the occupied terri- 
tories. It has strengthened the resolve of our people under the occupation. 


"We now expect that the agreement will be applied rapidly, in both substance 
and detail." 


"Ali al-Khalili, Editor of AL-FAJR AL-ADABI: It Did Not Come Easily 


"There is great optimism among the masses of the people in the occupied terri- 
tories, as well as keen interest in the practical aspect of this agreement. 

We can see very well that the agreement did not come easily at all. Instead, 
it came through sacrifice and by a long, deep, and intense struggle. There- 
fore, there will be no backing away from the utilization of the results of 

the Aden meeting. 


"The masses of the occupied territories say yes to the agreement, but ask that 
Palestinian legitimacy be protected, as well as the legitimate leadership that 
fought in Lebanon and was steadfast in the face of the American and Israeli 
attacks. An intense desire exists to protect the Palestinian National Council. 
It is essential to convene it in order to take the next practical step on the 
level of applying the results of the Aden conference." 


Anwar Nusaybah, Head of the Jerusalem Electricity Company: Positive Effects 


"The agreement is good. All here welcome it. There is no doubt that it is 
having very positive effects." 


Shaykh Muhammad al-Jamal, Imam of the al-Aqsa Mosque: Good 


"We here in the homeland support everything that is conducive to the well- 
being and interest of our cause, especially if it is based on the perception 
that this is the central cause with respect to the Palestinian, Arab, and 
Islamic levels. We are opposed to the dividing of our ranks." 
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SYRIA 


EXPENDITURE, COMPLETION RATES IN AL-LADHIQIYAH DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 24 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Ibrahim Yakhur: "Al-Ladhiqiyah: What Do Planning Officials 
Say About Financing and Implementation in 1983; Spending Rate Did Not Exceed 
76 Percent of Total Appropriations; Low Spending Rate in Sphere of School 
Buildings and Water Projects"] 


[Excerpts] At the end of each year of the 5-year plan, a report is prepared 
on the implementation of the projects listed in the plan for the ending year. 
The al-Ladhiqiyah Planning Authority recently, like similar authorities in 
the other governorates, has prepared its annual report on the outcome of its 
work in the local projects in 1983. 


As we have done more than once with this directorate, we asked for a copy of 
the annual report so that we may present to our readers the broad outlines 

of its contents. We were not given the report. But as we had always found 

a means to get the report, we have gotten it this time also. We have read 
and examined it and here we are conveying some of it and making some observa- 
tions on it. The talk of planning and plans in our lives is not just the 
talk of dry and rigid figures and calculations. This talk is not devoid 

of intellectual fascination and enjoyment. It is a kind of drama whose pro- 
tagaonists are legal-status establishments, firms and employees and whose 
elements of conflict are brilliant figures leading the dream of they are 
gloomy figures slumping in the battle of reality. The dialogue of this drama 
consists of endless reports, discussions, minutes of meetings, observations, 
footnotes and remarks that may sound like the conversation of the deaf or 
like the suppressed moans appealing for help, or they may sound at times 
like the rejoicing cries of victory. 


Comparative Reading of and Between the Lines of the Report 


We read at the outset of the report that the appropriations for the 1983 
investment plan of al-Ladhiqiyah Governorate amounted to nearly 264 million 
pounds, including nearly 204 million pounds for the local government and 
60 million for al-Ladhiqiyah and Jablah municipalities and that "nearly 200 
million pounds, representing 76 percent of the total appropriations, have 
been spent." 
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From a comparative chart supplementing the report, we learn that the 1982 
spending rate amounted to 86 percent but that the appropriations allocated 
and the sums spent in 1982 were much smaller than in 1983. Out of a total 
appropriation of 154 million pounds in 1982, a sum of 134 million pounds 
was spent. 


The spending rates developed in the following manner from 1978 to 1983: 68 
percent, 86 percent, 74 percent, 75 percent, 86 percent and 76 percent suc- 
cessively. But the appropriations allocated during this period rose by 

300 percent, from 87 million Syrian pounds to 264 million Syrian pounds 
while spending rose by 333 percent, from 60 million Syrian pounds to 200 mil- 
lion Syrian pounds. 


Now, how was the rate of total spending divided over the various sectors? 
Outcome in Educational Buildings 


In the school building projects, the total spending rate amounted to 88 per- 
cent for all secondary and elementary stages and both in new projects and in 
projects already under construction. But the next pages of the report sur- 
prise us with much lower completion rates in the school building projects and 
one is at a loss as to how to link a high spending rate and a low spending rate 
in the same project. The completion rate for the elementary school buildings 
in schools already under construction before the plan amounted to 27 percent 
and the completion rate for the new buildings amounted to 57 percent. For the 
secondary school buildings, the completion rate amounted to 21 percent for 
both new buildings and buildings already under construction! 


How could this happen? Is it reasonable to spend 88 percent of the appro- 
priations to get ultimately 21-57 percent of the volume of the work scheduled 
in the plan? 


The main reason here, i.e., insofar as the school buildings are concerned, 

is the insistence of the Planning Directorate on including in the completion 
account only the completely finished classrooms and buildings, i.e., the 
installations that are 100 percent ready for utilization. But there are 
numerous installations in various stages of completion which the directorate 
has not included in the final account. These are installations with a mone- 
tary value which, if it were included in the account, would undoubtedly raise 
the completion rate. There are, for example, numerous school buildings that 
are nearly completed and whose delivery hinges on installing the glass 
panes--the shortage of glass last year created a real problem for numerous 
projects—-on supplying the aluminum boards missing from the markets, on the 
white cement that is also missing or on other partial causes that have caused 
school buildings to be nearly completed but not in a condition that permits 
their utilization. 














Outcome in Health Projects 


In the health projects, the spending rate drops considerably, and with it 
drops the completion rate in building the projects. This completion rate 
does not exceed 31 percent. Out of an appropriation of 9.4 million pounds, 
only about 2.9 million pounds have been spent. Why? 


There are numerous explanations, not to say justifications. Here, the site 
on which the two comprehensive clinics are to be built in al-Ladhiqiyah has 
not been determined. There, construction of al-Haffah and al-Qardahah hospi- 
tals and of a number of other health centers has not been started. The study 
for al-Haffah hospital has not yet been completed and no decision has been 
made on the site of al-Qardahah hospital. In the case of the National 
Hospital, the Military Establishment for the Construction of Projects has 
only implemented the southern wing whereas the plan called for putting 106 
beds to use at the beginning of 1983, The construction is at a standstill 
there. The establishment has confined its activity to building the two health 
centers in al-Qanjarah and Damsarkhu. 


Outcome in Drinking Water Projects 


In the sphere of housing and utilities, the drinking water projects take top 
priority. In al-Ladhiqiyah Governorate, this issue assumes a special character- 
istic. There are in the governorate projects which were considered complete 

at one time and which have not supplied the people with water yet. There 

are other projects whose construction was started long ago and which have 

not been completed yet. There are yet other projects whose implementation 

has been spread over two 5-year plans, and so forth, 


Thus, the report confronts us with a spending rate not exceeding 53 percent 
of the total appropriations for the projects that need to be completed and 

46 percent of the appropriations for newwater projects. In its detailed 
observations on the fate of each project, the report dwells at length on the 
fate of the drinking water projects. A sum of 7 million pounds was allocated 
in 1983 for the third-group water project on the coastal strip without a 
single piaster being spent on the project because the project in its entirety 
was suspended by a decision by the Economic Committee "out of concern for 

the water share for the city of al-Ladhiqiyah from the 700-mmwater pipeline 
scheduled to be the source of water for the third group." Even though this 
decision cannot be the end of the road for the third-group project and even 
though efforts could have been made to search for alternative sources, "no 
followup was made by the Technical Services Directorate and by the governorate 
to solve the project's technical problems, keeping in mind that 6.5 million 
pounds were spent on this project 2 years ago when instructions were given 
for its implementation before the steps to ratify it were completed." 


The Jurin-Slinfah water project, whose study is being conducted by the Min- 
istry of Housing and Utilities, sat in the premier's office waiting to be 
approved and was then returned so that a detailed study might be conducted 

on it and a survey of the roads connected with it might be carried out. Thus, 
last year ended without a single piaster of the 10-million pound appropriation 
allocated for the project being spent, 
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If we deduct from the appropriations for the new water projects, amounting to 
37.8 million pounds, the sum of the appropriation for the two water projects 
for the third group and for Jurin-Slinfah and the sum of the appropriation 

for the two rigs which the governorate uses to drill water wells, amounting 

to 6.8 million pounds, there remains a sum of 14 million pounds in real appro- 
priations for the new water projects. Of the 14 million, nearly 7.6 mil- 
lion pounds were spent. If we add to the 7.6 million the sum spent on 
al-Safsaf water project from resources outside the planned appropriations, 

the completion rate rises to 77 percent. 


But what is interesting here is that whereas more than 3 million pounds 

were spent on al-Safsaf water project from resources outside the planned 
appropriations, not a single piaster was spent from the appropriations allo- 
cated to develop the Wadi Qandir project! Moreover, the sum spent from the 
appropriations for Harf al-Musaytirah project did not exceed 27 percent, the 
sum spent from the appropriations for al-Wadi al-Azraq-Hazyrin project did 

not exceed 33 percent and the sum spent from the appropriations for completing 
the first-group project on the coastal strip did not exceed 33 percent! 


The most important observations contained inthe Planning Directorate's report 
on the water projects are perhaps the observations concerning the fate of 
these projects after their completion, especially the projects supplied from 
al-Sinn River water on the coastal strip. These projects "are lost between 
the Technical Services Directorate and the al-Ladhiqiyah Water Establishment 
due to the presence of problems in taking over the projects from the execu- 
ting firms or from the Technical Services Directorate. This situation is 
very harmful to the projects as a result of the loss of accountability. 
Generally, the utilized water projects suffer from the absence of a definite 
utilization authority that operates and maintains the project and collects 
the bills from the beneficiaries. We particularly note here the projects 
that are not under the control of the municipalities or of al-Ladhiqiyah 
Water Establishment. These projects have been suffering from this problem 
for many years," 


Outcome in Road Projects 


As for the road projects, they were the most fortunate among the governorate's 
projects in terms of the volume of appropriations and of spending and imple- 
mentation rates. The appropriations amounted to nearly 55 million pounds to 
open new and subsidiary roads and to pave and asphalt them and 5 million 
pounds for the maintenance of the roads. The spending rate amounted to 

99 percent. As for the implementation rate, it drops a little lower, 
amounting to 85 percent in opening new roads, to 70 percent in paving 

them and to 67 percent in asphalting them. Why the difference between the 
spending rate and the implementation rate? Simply because advanced payments 
and loans are given to the executing firm for work not yet completed so that 
the “appropriation may not vanish," as they usually say. What is more, there 
are seven roads included in the independent budget. THe sum for the con- 
struction of these roads was disbursed to ROADCO in 1981 and the firm has 

not yet even started the construction of three of these roads. This is why 











the Planning Directorate notes in its report that it is necesary to abide by 
the statements of the actual work completed when disbursing monies to the 
executing parties even if this leads to the loss of some appropriations 
allocated in the budget. This loss is made up for by the clear financial 
picture of the projects and by avoiding the problems emanating from advance 
payments for work not completed yet. 


The most difficult problem emanating from the phenomenon of "advanced pay- 
ment" is perhaps what has happened in the projects awarded to ROADCO in 
al-Ladhiqiyah in the past 3 years. The fate of tens of millions of pounds 
remained vague and without clearcut features in ROADCO's books and in the 
books of the Technical Services Directorate until very recently when a deci- 
sion was made on "what belongs to God and what belongs to Caesar." 


But the predecessors teach the successors, as the proverb says, and "once 
bitten, twice shy." This is why al-Ladhiqiyah Planning Directorate warns 

the authorities concerned with spending and implementation against "engaging 
in imaginary spending for work not completed yet under the pretext of fear 

of loss of the appropriation. This thinking is harmful." The report cites 
as a tangible example in this regard the Technical Services Directorate's 
disbursement of the value of a contract to replace pumps and to supply 
electricity to a number of projects included in the 1983 plan to the con- 
tracting firm which was given the orders to begin implementation on 22 Decem- 
ber 1983! 


In this respect, some local officials say: it is not important. The money 

goes from one's left pocket to his right pocket and the funds remain in the 

Same purse as long as both the project owner and the contracts belong to the 
state and the public sector. What is important is that the governorate not 

lose any of the appropriations allocated in its budget for a certain year. 


The Planning Directorate answers: om the contrary, it is important, most 
important, that the public sector with all its establishments and firms and 
the state with all its departments and agencies establish sound and advanced 
scientific traditions in studying projects, approving them, concluding con- 
tracts for them, spending their budgets, implementing them and following 

up on their financial and technical implementation. The public sector 

and the state are the two parties concerned with and, to the exclusion of all 
others, qualified to develop the administrative situation of the development 
projects, i.e., to achieve the so-called administrative development which 

is one of the essential requirements to improve the yield of the comprehen- 
sive development processes. The eagerness to get and not to lose the appro- 
priations is not served by the hasty spending of the appropriations without 
real implementation but is rather served by enhancing the performance rate, 
by implementing all the activities listed in the plan in a realistic and 
clean manner, by accelerating the administrative and legal measures pertain- 
ing to the selection and expropriation of sites and by drawing up the con- 
tracts and having them approved. This aspect of the development activity 
continues to create an obstacle in the face of numerous projects every year. 
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SYRIA 


DEVELOPMENT OF COUNTRY'S SALT MINES, PRODUCTION DISCUSSED 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 30 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Naji As'ad: "Dayr al-Zawr: Big Potential for Salt Production; 
Studies To Develop and Purify Production Have Not Been Implemented"] 


[Text] Salt is one of the country's mineral resources. The mining of salt 
Started long ago but this industry has stopped at the limit of the need to 
provide the requirements to develop the mechanized utilization of this wealth 
and to introduce modern methods of utilization, keeping in mind that the 
country has varied sources of salt which can stand in the face of the salt 
smuggled across the borders. We must also keep in mind that Syrian rock salt 
is in demand locally and in the neighboring Arab countries because of its 
numerous benefits in preserving numerous kinds of locally processed foods. 
But there continues to be a question concerning the high percentage of impur- 
ities in this salt. 


On this issue, we have had the following interview with Eng ‘Abd-al-Jabbar 
"Urayb, the director of the country's salt mines: 


Capacity of Mines 

The designed annual capacity of the mines amounts to 120,000 tons per shift. 
In al-Tibni mine in Dayr al-Zawr, the 1983 production plan called for the 
production of 48,000 tons whereas 51,000 tons were actually produced that 


year. 


In al-Bawwarah salt mine, the planned production was 30,000 tons and this 
volume was actually produced. 


In al-Jubul salt mine, the planned production for 1983 was 7,000 tons where- 
as 9,000 tons were actually produced, 


In al-Jabsah mine, the planned production was 600 tons whereas the actual 
production amounted to 1,000 tons. 


Thus, the production of the mines in the past year amounted to nearly 90,000 
tons, keeping in mind that the Public Consumption Authority estimates the 
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country's annual needs at 75,000-80,000 tons. Despite this, we are surprised 
to see salt blocks accumulated in the open in al-Tibni mine while waiting 
to be shipped away. 


Production According to Marketing Possibility 


The general director of the mines pointed out that the produced salt is de- 
livered to the Public Consumption Establishment, which then withdraws the 
quantities it needs, depending on the local market's needs. Because of the 
impossibility of marketing the actual production which amounted to 90,000 
tons last year, this year's production plan sets a figure close to the 
90,000-ton figure. 


The production plan is drawn up in cooperations with the establishments con- 
cerned in the Ministries of Petroleum and Supply to produce and market food 
salt and industrial salt. 


Capability Is Present But What Is Important Is Marketing 


[Question] We asked Engineer 'Urayb about the measures taken to provide the 
necessary opportunities for the utilization of the available quantities 
of salt. 


[Answer] We have the capability to increase production in the mines, provided 
that local and foreign markets be secured to dispose of the production because 
our production faces competition from smuggled salt, keeping in mind that the 
government has devoted a lot of attention to salt in its capacity as one of 
the national resources that are supposed to be tended and developed. 


Impurities in al-Tibni Salt 


Since the start of production, it became evident that salt extracted from 
al-Tibni mine contains a considerable amount of impurities. This is due 
mainly to the inaccuracy of the initial study conducted on the mine where the 
equipment was installed without a purification unit. The bluepriuts were 
designed on the basis that the available salt is pure and does not need a 
purification unit. In fact, it became evident sometime after production 
started that there are veins and impurities in the mined salt. Since the 
early 1970's, this fact has dictated that consideration be given to instal- 
ling a purification unit in the mine. At present, purification is the 
responsibility of the consumer in case he needs large quantities to use for 
eating purposes in his food. 


Study To Develop Mines 
A German firm has conducted a study on developing the mines and the surface 


salt basins and on introducing modern and advanced scientific technology to 
the operational systems of utilizing the country's salt resources. 
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The study has been completed but implementation of the development project 

is tied to the allocation of the necessary appropriations to raise salt 
production to high-quality standards. This development project calls for 
the total renewal of the machinery operating in the salt extraction and col- 
lection sites and for the technical development of mechanized work on the 
sites, even in the surface salt basins where the work is carried out manually 
and where the technology is very primitive. Meanwhile, it can be said that 
the work in al-Tibni mine is semi-mechanized because the technology in it 

is manually operated. As for the impurities in the surface salt basins, 

they are the result of soil, sand, dust and storms. This is why their utili- 
zation is tied to natural conditions. 


[Question] What about the export possibility? 


[Answer] As we have already noted, there is a big potential to increase pro- 
duction beyond local market needs. An international invitation has been an- 

nounced for bids to export salt to the outside world this year. But what is 

important is to implement the development project. 


Consumption Establishment 


The Public Consumption Establishment has pointed out that the rock salt ex- 
tracted in the country is of a good quality and is in demand locally and at 
the Arab level for pickles and cheese whereas it is noticed that the sea 
salt smuggled into the country contains chemicals such as calcium, magnesium 
and other substances that are harmful to man and to foods. But the consumer 
sees only the packaging. Our mines have not yet been able to offer their 
salt to the consumer in skillful, easy-to-handle packages. Moreover, it is 
necessary to purify our salt of the impurities it contains. If we manage to 
do this, we will be able to compete in the neighboring markets and in the 
international markets as well. 


Proven Reserve of 8 Million Tons of Salt 


The focus on developing the sources of salt production emanates from the big 
potential embodied in the country's crude salt deposits. The people concerned 
assert that the proven reserve of crude salt amounts to 8 million tons and 
that the very certain reserve amounts to 2.5 million tons, with the uncertain 
reserve amounting to 20 million tons. Moreover, further exploration and 
prospecting operations may raise the reserve estimates threefold. 


Obstacles 


The most significant obstacle underlined by those concerned with salt produc- 
tion is the production marketing crisis because the Public Consumption 
Establishment'’s withdrawal of salt does not keep pace with the production 
plans. There are 15,000 tons of salt stored at the production sites. To 
end this crisis, efforts must be exerted aiong two channels: create new 
foreign markets and implement the study on development. 
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Workers in al-Tibni 


There are nearly 310 workers, administrators and engineers working in al- 
Tibni mine. Regarding the mine workers, Humsi ‘Abd-al-Hamid, the chairman 
of the mine's labor union committee, has said: there is actual suffering 
among the mine workers--suffering summed up in: 


There is no special labor law governing the men working deep in the mines. 
Al-Tibni mine workers work at a depth of 160 meters. Yet, there is no 
special labor law to protect them. 


The nature of the work is incompatible with the job and its danger. Here a 
distinction must be made between the nature of the work of those working 
underground and the nature or the work of the workers on the production line 
and in the administration. It is essential that the medical care system 
include the workers’ families. 


The committee chairman has pointed out that most of the decrees and resolu- 
tions issued at times in favor of the workers have not been implemented im- 
mediately, that the union organizations have to follow up on such decrees 
and resolutions and that, at times, the workers have to resort to the courts 
for the implementation of these decrees and resolutions. 


The labor law calls for providing the workers with three meals a day whereas 
al-Tibni workers get only one meal. 


The committee chairman has also noted that the labor union's role in the 
administration is almost negligible because there is no cooperation between 
the committee and management on issues concerning the workers such as leave 
and overtime work. 


Management 


Regarding meals, the management has pointed out that there is a meal offered 
to the workers at a monthly cost of 300 Syrian pounds and that there is a 
contingency meal fund at a monthly cost of nearly 40 Syrian pounds. 


A committee was formed recently in the Ministry of Petroleum with the objec- 
tive ot dealing with the issue of the meals offered to the workers and of 
making these meals uniform in all the directorates under the control of the 
company. 
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SYRIA 


PROBLEMS FACING CULTIVATION OF SUGAR BEETS EXAMINED 
Damascus TISHRIN -a Arabic 1 May 84 p 3 


[Article by 'Aii Ma'ruf: "Hims: 235,000 Donums in Country's Governorates 
Cultivated With Sugar Beets This Year"] 


[Text] A followup by the Public Sugar Establishment on the implementation 
of the beet cultivation plan for this year shows that the acreage cultivated 
amounts to 29,000 donums in Hims, 49,175 donums in al-Ghab, 60,000 donums 

in Tall Salhab, 12,959 donums in Maskanah, 24,000 donums in al-Raqqah, 
33,520 donums in Dayr al-Zawr and 15,560 donums in the Euphrates Basin 
Utilization Establishment, with a total of 235,214 donums for both the fall 
and spring cycles which will achieve 63 percent of the plan's target. 


The followup also demonstrates a number of other points: 


1. An area of 4,528 donums in the Tall Salhab Sugar Plant site is cultivated 
mechanically, 


2. The failure to irrigate numerous fields cultivated with beets in Dayr 
al-Zawr due to the drop in the level of the Euphrates River water, because 
the water has dropped to levels that cannot be reached by the pumps, due to 
the unavailability of nitrogenous fertilizers in the branches of the Agricul- 
tural Bank and because of the impact of this shortage on the decline in the 
crop and in the processing qualities of this crop. 


3. The failure of the farmers to plant within the dates set for the agricul- 
tural cycles and the negative impact of this failure on the delivery opera- 
tions. 


New Manifestation of Malady 


The Hims Sugar Plant has been inclined this years to expand its cultivation 
in the early cycle which was previously limited to no more than 300 donums 
out of a total of 37,000 donums constituting the entire acreage [cultivated]. 
The plant has basea this inclination on two main reasons: 


First, increasing production and increasing the degree of the crop's sugar 
content above that of the content of the regular cycle crop. 











Second, the short periods passing between the maturation of one crop and 
another as a result of the close cultivation cycles tied to the increasing 
numbers of the Hims beets plan. This proximity reflects on the delivery 
operations and on the bottlenecks resulting from this delivery and makes 

it necessary to transport the surplus exceeding the plant's processing capac- 
ity to the other plants, along with shouldering the financial burdens resulting 
from the shipping costs. However, the 5,580 donums cultivated during this 
early fall cycle in various parts and villages of the governorate have not 
been successful because they have been heavily exposed to the malady of 
parasitic hairs that form on beet roots. This affliction made it necessary 
to form a technical committee in which the Beet Cultivation Directorate and 
the guidance and experimentation branches were represented. The committee 
conducted a study in whose light it reported that the main reasons for chis 
phenomenon, as explained by the people concerned, are summed up in the fol- 
lowing: 


1, ‘he extensive use of the urea fertilizer for the first time and the dif- 
ference in the concentration and structure of this fertilizer from the 
(calintro) and ammonia sulfonitrates. This requires the use of larger amounts 
of fertilizer which were not available this year. 


The shortage of rainfall and the interrupted flow of water in the irrigation 
trench to maintain the canal [as published]. The experts stress that it 

is necessary to study this issue deeply and accurately because the seeds are 
studied and designed experimentally in cooperation with the Scientific Re- 
search Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture and with the Euphrates 
Utilization Establishment. 


2. The failure of t!.. farmers to prepare the land properly. 


3. The successive cultivation of the land in violation of the established 
agricultural cycle and the use of unfit seeds from last year. 


4. The moldiness resulting from constant plowing with the ordinary rubber- 
tire tractor which does not help deep plowing but rather forms and insula- 
ting layer at a certain depth that obstructs the drainage of water and the 
penetration of roots. This makes it necessary to use a chain tractor for at 
least 5 years in this tyep of land. The peasant associations should acquire 
such tractors because the individual farmer cannot afford them. 


5. The use of certain types of seed at the wrong time because of the farmers' 


interest in cultivating a certain kind of crop, their inability to get regu- 
lar permits to do so and their resort to private sources to get the seed. 


The committee has proposed: 


1. Publishing a detailed technical pamphlet that explains these points and 
urges the farmers to abide by the directorate's instructions and guidance. 


2. Intensifying the guidance programs and the field seminars in the month 
of February. 
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Another Committee 


The farmers’ circles speak in whispers about the laboratory technicians, 
attributing the phenomenon with all its causes to these technicians, whether 
in terms of the selection of the seed, laxity in following up on the agricul- 
tural processes and watching the implementation in the field or the absence 
of guidance and the subsequent impact of this on the quantities of fertilizer 
used, on the kinds of crops cultivated and on the repeated cultivation of 

the same crop, as well as the failure to time the maintenance of the irriga- 
tion ditch to coincide with the planting date. This motivated the formation 
of a committee other than that formed by the laboratory from among its per- 
sonnel. The new committee is headed by the chairman of the farmers branch 
office and includes as members the head of the farmers branch union, the di- 
rector of agriculture and agrarian reform and the generul director of the 
Hims Sugar Plant. This committee will conduct a field investigation to find 
out the causes of this phenomenon and the factors that have led to its 
emergence, 
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SYRIA 


AL-LADHIQTYAH, TARTUS PORTS COORDINATE TO SOLVE PROBLEMS 


Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 1 May 84 p 3 


[Article: "Coordination Between al-Ladhiqiyah and Tartus Ports To Solve Common 
Problems; 10 Current 'Necessities' To Enhance Work at Two Ports"] 


[Text] A meeting was held before noon last Thursday on the premises of the 
al-Ladhiqiyah Port Company under the chairmanship of the minister of transport. 
In addition to the directors of the two ports of al-Ladhiqiyah and Tartus, the 
meeting included a number of the officials of the ministry and of the two ports, 
especially investment, planning, accounting, financial, administrative and 
legal affairs officials, to discuss the bases for wnifying all the regula- 

tions in force tin both ports, to overcome the obstacles facing the progress 

of work in the ports and to prescribe the ideal methods for utilizing the 
capacity of the two ports. 


The meeting discussed all the necessary details pertaining to such issues as 
formulating a uniform cost-accounting system for both ports, a system for 
utilization, a system for investment, a system for advertising and propa- 
ganda and so forth. 


A committee was formed to discuss each of these issues and to draft the pro- 
posed new regulations within short periods not exceeding the middle of next 
summer. 


The meeting also discussed the pending issues and the current obstacles facing 
the work at both ports. The meeting agenda summed up these obstacles under 
the following headings: 


Delay in the issuance of the tariffs decree and the subsequent problems per- 
taining to determining the wages of the production workers. The conferees 
agreed on the importance of speeding up the issuance of this decree. 


The multiplicity of administrations at Tartus Port. In this regard, the 
viewpoint of the management of the port concerned was sougnt in order to 
achieve coordination in a manner that serves the progress of work at the 
port. 


re 
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The overlapping in the activities of the port's police force and the General 
Directorate of Ports. This overlapping requires the elimination of the 
duality in the port laws and regulations. 


Delay by the al-Ladhiqiyah Port Company in preparing the bill concerning the pro- 
duction incentives. It became evident at the meeting that there are two 
draft decrees presented to the ministry of transport by the two ports and 
that the ministry has responded to these two drafts by asking the two ports 
to coordinate with one another. 


The issue of the hazardous pay allowance for skilled workers, excluding 
drivers and assistant drivers, needs further study through coordination be- 
tween the managements of both ports. 


Delay in the disbursement of incentive awards in both ports. 


Reassessment of the capital of both companies in light of the new projects-- 
expansion and development—-implemented by the Major Projects Establishment 

in both ports, especially since the value of these projects has been diverted 
to the budgets of the two ports. 


Delay in opening the credits necessary to purchase the equipment for the 
expnasion areas in both ports. 


The discussion at the meeting underlined several "necessities" in the form of 
future proposals seeking to bolster the technical and technological capabil- 
ities and to develop the legislative and organizational basis of the work. 
The most important of these necessities are: 


--The necessity of finding a formula to program the import and export opera- 
tion through the two ports in a manner that ensures an equal distribution 
of the work among them. 


--The necessity of finding a legal formula to coordinate the work of the 
various public maritime authorities within the framework of the Ministry of 
Transport. 


--The necessity of establishing a more binding formula for coordination among 
the Railroads Establishment, the two ports and the circles owning goods. 


--The necessity of studying the obstacles facing transit trade across the 
country, including the necessity of amending the transit laws and regulations 
concerning the transit fees and customs violations. 


--The necessity of amending the customs law's provisions concerning the sale 
of goods abandoned at the two ports so that the management of the two ports 
may be entrusted with selling them. Abandoned goods are goods left or for- 
gotten for long periods in the port's warehous®s and yards--goods which 
obstruct the utilization of a part of the port's capacity. 


--The necessity of introducing the computer into the two ports' investment 
activities and account management activities. 
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--The necessity of establishing a vocational training center for the mari- 
time and ports sector. 


--The necessity of speeding up completion of the initial studies on building 
a mooring for the RO-RO ships. 


~-The necessity of utilizing the expansion accomplished in both ports. 


--The necessity of speeding up completion of the fishing and recreation ports 
in al-Ladhiqiyah and Tartus. 


These are the 10 necessities which seem today to the management of both ports 
the most important points in giving these 2 installations the economic boost 
that has become essential. What is new here is that the future conceptions 
are being formulated for both ports together within the framework of coordi- 
nation, unification, and programming and of sharing the work as much as 
possible. This is why all the committees entrusted with studying these is- 
sues have been formed of members of the managements of both ports. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


EUPHRATES WATER CONFLICT--A Turkish concern has become a real Syrian 
concern after the Turkish decision to proceed with the construction of 

a dam on the Euphrates, depriving Syria of many benefits it was expecting 
to obtain from the dam it had built with Soviet assistance. The quantity 
of water in northern Syria has started to diminish, and rationing of 
electricity has been in effect for several months. Damascus is now trying 
to convince Arab states not to provide financial assistance to Turkey, 

so that it will not be able to continue with its project. [Text] [London 
AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1441, 15 Jun 84 p 10] 12727 
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INDIA 


DELHI REVOKES EXTRADITION UNDERSTANDING WITH FRG 


Madras THE HINDU in English 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


NEW DELHI, July'27. 
The tordial relations between india and 
have suffered a serious setback 
the sudden termination of extradition 


is month against the Pun- 
pommengs ety Singh, who was re- 

and allowed to go to Vancouver with 
his Canadian travel documents. The Indian em- 


bassy in Bonn was not even informed of this 
decision. 


astonishing 

Aiar otaien © est, the Govern- 
ment of India - Sabena the earlier 
assurance given to West Germany that, 
event of his extradition, Talwinder Singh will 


not be hanged even if awarded the death 


| geacpemecgaratagenipa aga tate 
The Government is 


Garman erro the Born Govern ° 

may be affected: The new strains 
axae have de xed in the wake of this un- 
might affect economic 
cooperation between the two tountries, since 


5650/0096 


26 jul 84 pl 


that the two countries should jointly notity the 
International Atomic Energy Agency about this 
transactior.. 

The Government of India is greatly exercised 
over the Talwinder Singh episode of 
the extraordinary argument advanced by West 
Germany that it was terminating extradition pro- 


ceedings and him in view of the 
Punjab bey Indian on 
consider this explanation hig ionabdie, 
since the | Situation 7 ae to do 
with the mr case registered against him 
in March, 1982. 


countries to go back on their international 
obligations in similar situations. 

Indian contention is that even in the 
absence + ee —e these Anaya 
are required to initiate pro ings 
against such) wanted men yt give India an 
opportunity to produce evidence that they are 
required to face serious charges of violence. 

Indian ernbassies, especially in major 
western couritries, have’ been directed to step 
up their vigilance and take active steps to 
counter the false of hostile ele- 
ments. Guidelines issued to these 
missions on what they should do to put across 
the Indian point of view, while rebutting false 
allegations being made against the country's 


- policies and actions. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI CONFIRMS EXISTENCE OF PAKISTAN TERRORIST CAMPS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 84 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug 1--Mrs Gandhi told the Lok Sabha today that the 
Government did have information about the existence of training camps in 
Pakistan for Indian terrorists. 


The matter was taken up with that country's Government, "but Pakistan has 
not given any satisfactory respor :e." 


The Prime Minister was answering a supplementary to a question on the 
recent Indo-Pakistan talks in Islamabad. The member putting the supple- 
mentary, -Mr ‘Satysadhan Chakraborty.(CPI-M), had mentioned that there were 
four such training camps in Pakistan. Mrs Gandhi told him that the Govern- 
merit did have "some such” information. 


She told Mr Eduardo Faletro (Cong-I) that during his recent visit to Islama- 
bad, the Foreign Secretary had spoken very strongly about the anti-Indian 
speeches and statements within Pakistan and outside. These stood in the way 
of an agreement. There had to be the right atmosphere, "and that is why we 
put emphasis on peace, friendship and cooperation." 


The Prime Minister told another member, Mr N. Dennis (Cong-I) that India 
was deeply concerned over the induction of sophisticated weapons in the 
Indian Ocean area and in the immediate neighbourhood. Most of the weapons 
were indeed on India's border. "We have no doubt that they will not be 
used against anyone else.” 


Yet another matter that figured in ine supplementaries was the continued 
detention of several Indian jawans and officers in Pakistani prisons. Mr 
Mani Ram Bagri (LD), who raised the matter, mentioned that some of these 
had been in jail for over 10 yeavs. 


Mrs Gandhi told the member that on every available occasion, the matter was 
taken up with the Pakistani authorities, but they denied that there were 
any Indian armymen in their jails. 
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IRAN 


FRG FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON WAR, MIDEAST ISSUES 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 23 Jul 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Hans-Dietrich Genscher, FRG minister of foreign affairs, who had 

come to Iran at the head of a political and economic committee for discussion 
about relations of the two countries and was accompanied by a large group of 
reporters of the press and German mass media, finally answered some of the 
questions of the EITTELA'AT correspondent aboard the airplane in the skies over 
Tehran. 


From the beginning of the arrival of this committee, members of the political 
service of the ETTELA'AT tried to talk with Gensche: to understand the motives 
for his travel to our country, but direct talk with Mr Genscher never 
materialized. 


In reply to the question as to why Mr Genscher refrained from talking with 
Iranian reporters and whether there was a particular obstacle on this path, 
Mr Paschke spokesman for the FRG stated that "this was not the case at all 
and that Mr Genscher never gives interviews outside Germany because he fears 
that his statements could be distorted." 


- But in the end he agreed to submit some of the ETTELA'AT's questions to 

their foreign minister and to receive written arswers. After this agreement 
and with due attention to the special insistence of the FRG attache’s reminder, 
the Minister's spokesman said: "We must be considerate about the press", 

Mr Paschke told us that we could sit down and have a friendly chat but not 

an interview with Mr Genscher in a luncheon reception that he would be 
attending. And afterwards, they would send the replies to our questions 

via the airplane's telex to the FRG and we could receive them via the 

embassy. 


In that reception when our reporter asked Mr Genscher why he avoided giving 
interviews to the Iranian reporters, he excitedly replied that it was not so 
at all; and we could see that he was then sitting next to us and he was posing 
for pictures with us. This conversation ended upon arrival of Mr Velayati, 
the foreign affairs minister of our country, and when Genscher saw the 
minister of foreign affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran he apologized and 
said goodbye to our reporter. 


88 

















But in any case what follows this introduction are the replies of the FRG 
foreign affairs minister to the questions that ETTELA‘AT propounded to become 
more familiar with the views of the FRG vis-a-vis the various global political 
problems and especially those of the region. 


It is necessary to point out that Mr Genscher did not answer the question about 
the fact that, in spite of the wide opposition by the German people and the 
peace movements, the FRG finally agreed to the deployment of American medium- 
range nuclear missiles on that country's soil. Did he not think that his 
country would thus be converted into a first-class nuclear target? Neither 

did he comment on the use of chemical weapons by Iraq in the war against 

Iran. 


ETTELA'AT: What are the results of your visit to Iran and how do you judge 
the situation? 


Genscher: It was a good visit. it is possible to open up a new chapter in 
the Iranian-German relations through this visit. 


ETTELA'AT: Did you, in return, invite the foreign affairs minister of Iran 
to visit your country? 


Genscher: Yes. I hope Dr Velayati, the foreign minister of your country, 
and Dr Namazi, the economic minister, will respend to the invitations that I 
have extended. 


ETTELA'AT: Was the question of the Iran-Iraq war brought up in your discussion 
with the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran? 


Genscher: We exchanged views extensively regarding this matter as well. 
Meanwhile, I openly stated that the FRG has been following a completely 
neutral policy; and also we do not wish to set any policy for establishing 
the kind of peace we favor. But I have stressed that we, as a country 

that has had a bitter experience from war, wish a quick end to this bloody 
conflict. And this is because of the human losses on both sides and because 
of the danger of its expansion and its internationalization and finally 
because some third powers and those countries away fromthis region could 
gain concessions from this conflict between two neighboring countries which 
could jeopardize the stability of the entire region. 


ETTELA'AT: "Two years ago, the FRG reduced its oil imports from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. Since then there has been an imbalance to Iran's dis- 
advantage. Did you have any discussion regarding this matter with the Iranian 
authorities? And if so, what solutions were presented '? 


Genscher: "We are aware of the reality of the trade imbalance between our two 
countries. Of course, we did not intentionally reduce oil imports from Iran. 
Our oil imports have been reduced on the whole as a result of diminished 

energy consumption in general. In addition, this trade imbalance has contrived 
causes and for this reason it cannot be easily remedied in a short time. 
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Because of the interdependent relationship of the world economy the trade 
exchanges between the two countries shou.i not be considered separately; 

rather it is necessary to realize that this type of imbalance is remedied 

in an all-encompassing analysis. Nevertheless, we understand your anxiety. 

We especially understand Iran's desire to prepare itself for the “post 
petroleum era" as well as its efforts to bring about diversity in the country's 
industry. In this connection, the FRG can assist Iran in technology and 
transfer of skills by strengthening training opportunities with specific 

goal in university and other fields. 


"My talks with the Iranian leaders in this case have provided the basis 

for wide-ranging cooperation between Iran and the FRG. We consider this 
matter an opportunity to compensate for the trade imbalance between the two 
countries." 


ETTELA'AT: "What is your country's policy in the face of the Middle East 
problem and the Israeli occupation of Arab territories?" 


Genscher: "We are interested in ending the sad conflict in the Middle East 
with a fair and permanent solution. This presupposes that all countries 

of the region could enjoy security while the Palestinian nation would gain 
the opportunity to determine its own future. The realization of the 
Palestinian nation's right to determine its own destiny cannot be denied if 
a solution for peace in the Middle East is to be found. 


We have repeatedly and clearly stated this to our European partners. This 

subject also includes the fate of the people of Lebanon. We sincerely wish 
that the nation of Lebanon could live united, free, and in peace and quiet, 
and without foreign intervention." 
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IRAN 


TWO THIRDS OF MEDICINE PRODUCED DOMESTICALLY 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 Jul 84 p 2 


[Text] Mashhad--Sixty-seven and a half percent of the medicine needed by the 
country is produced in Iran, and the remaining 32.5 percent is imported from 
world-renowned companies. Within three years the production figure will reach 
80 percent, and thus only 20 percent of the country's needs will be supplied 
from abroad. An IRNA correspondent interviewed Dr Niknezhad, deputy minister 
of health for medicinal, nutritional and laboratory affairs, who had traveled 
to Mashhad to take part in a seminar to study and re-evaluate the educational 
programs of all the ccuntry's colleges of pharmacy. Dr Niknezhad, while 
Stating the above figures, said: 


Prior to the glorious victory of the Islamic revolution, 70 percent of the 
medicine needed by the country was imported. However, after the victory of 

the Islamic revolution, and through the leap forward made by the country's 
pharmaceutical system in self-sufficiency and production of medicinal products, 
this figure dropped to 32.5 percent. During the past two years, 98C pharma- 
ceutical licenses have been issued. 650 medicinal items are produced domes- 
tically, and the remainder are supplied frcem abroad under the generic plan. 

He added: Furthermore, three primary medicinal ingredients, tincture of 
iodine, extract, and powder are produced domestically, and are utilized in 
pharmaceutical factories. In cegards to improving the quality of powdered 
milk for infants, he said: Under the past regime, 59 kinds of imported 
powdered milk and baby food were supplied to the bazaar by pharmaceutical 
companies accompanied by their propaganda. As a result of the study made of 
the quality of the existing powdered milk, we have prevented the importation 

of 44 kinds due to their lack of nutritional value for infants. At the present 
time, only 15 kinds of high-quality powdered milk and baby food are distribvted 
nationally. 


Answering a question about the priority of hygiene in the country's five-year 
plan, the deputy minister of health for medicinal and nutritional affairs said: 
In the area of hygiene and treatment, the Ministry of Health is giving impor- 
tance to three programs: Six-phase child vaccination, prevention and elimina- 
tion of malaria, and nutritional improvement. The Ministry of Health also 

has prepared a comprehensive plan to fight diseases. In the future we will 
accept a number of high-school graduates to attend basic health classes for a 
two-year period, after which they will be dispatched co the villages to identify 
and prevent diseases. 
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Concerning the purchase of medical equipment needed by medical centers, he 
said: Just as the government has given priority to the war issue, it has given 
priority in its plans to the issue of treatment and the purchase of medical 
equipment. We have no current restrictiors whatsoever in the purchase of 
medicine and medical equipment. 


He added: We will try to meet the needs of medical centers and doctors for 
medical equipment on the basis of overall priorities and the country's treatment 
policy. 


According to the same report, the seminar to study and re-evaluate the educa- 
tional programs of pharmacy colleges, which had convened in Mashhad three days 
ago, concluded its work on Monday by issuing a five-part declaration. The 
seminar proposed setting up a pharmacy specialist program in all of the 
country's pharmacy colleges. 


According to the report, sections of the declaration asked that the theoretical 
chemistry course be increased from 9 units to 10, and that physics from the 
medicinal chemistry course be added to it, so that this course would comprise 
1l units altogether. 


In another section the seminar requested adding one unit to the theoretical 
pharmaceutical botany course, placing two units of single science units in 
one term, and adding one unit to the single theoretical course in the general 
doctorate program. 


It also proposed changing the name of the poison control course in the pharmacy 
colleges to poison recognition. 


All the participants were concurred with founding a specialist program in 
pharmacy that would train and supply a scientific cadre for Iran's pharmacy 


colleges. 
9597 
CSO: 4640/ 325 END 


92 














END OF 
FICHE 


| Pl Sept [18 











